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Broncs to face former
coach at tournament
Senior Rudy
Celedon is looking
forward to the Broncs’
first encounter with
Mark Gaynor since his
departure for Francis
Marion, where he is
head coach of the last
year’s Division II
champions.
“He was our coach
for three years, but we
are going into this
tournament
gunning for
him,” Celedon
said. “We want
to show him
that we can
play.”
Celedon,
who took 14th
place overall as
the team came
home 11th at
last year’s
Carolina First
Intercollegiate
(hosted by
Francis Marion)
is looking for
the same level
of success at
this year’s
event.
“I feel pretty
confident. I’ve
been practicing
pretty hard,” Celedon
said. “I’ve improved
in the last week, just
on the few pointers
that coach has given
me.”
Perhaps the biggest
difference between
Celedon’s preparation
for this season’s CFI.,
is that when he asks
for pointers he’s asking new head coach
Drew Scott.
But for Scott the
tournament is just
another chance to get
a better feel for his
team, and to try for a
successful early season outing.
Scott, who has
never met Gaynor,
doesn’t put a lot of
weight on the reunion.
“To me it’s not an
issue,” Scott said of
the early season meeting with Gaynor. “He
just happens to be my

“

but it’s really tough
from tee to green.”
Last season the
Broncs struggled in
Florence, finishing 14
strokes out of the top
five spots, and only
producing one individual score in the top
20.
Scott expects the
same performance
from Celedon - who
led the team with a
combined score of 218
- and is optimistic
about the rest
of the team’s
chances.
“I’m sure
all of the guys
My old
will play
strong,” Scott
roommate plays
said.
Gaynor,
out of that club
who set up
and I’ve had a
this season’s
schedule, is
chance to play it
sure that his
old team will
about 10 times.
be able to perIt’s a fantastic
form well at
his new home.
course.
“The way I
set it up was
so that the
- Charlie Caceres, Coordinator of
guys would
Campus Activities
play the same
courses, and
they would
know the
courses and be able to
debut at the 14-team
play well,” Gaynor
Fairway Club
said.
Invitational at
Gaynor, who left
Nebraska.
during the off-season
But inclement
when most of his stuweather conditions
have kept practice to a dent-athletes were
gone, is looking forminimum, and the
ward to seeing them
weather does not look
again.
to improve before the
“I didn’t even get
team’s Saturday
to say good-bye to
departure for
most of the guys,”
Florence, S.C.
But Scott, who grew Gaynor said. “I only
got to say bye to one
up in North Carolina,
of the kids in person,
is looking forward to
and so I’m really
traveling with his
looking forward to
team to the Country
them coming up.”
Club of South
As for Gaynor’s
Carolina.
new role of head
“My old roommate
coach of the defending
plays out of that club
Division II champions,
and I’ve had a chance
he admits that there is
to play it about 10
some pressure for a
times,” Scott said of
repeat.
the venue his team
“Let’s just say I
will be competing at
hear a lot about it,”
early next week. “It’s
Gaynor said before
a fantastic course. It
rewards a good driver, chuckling.
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HISTORY AND PRIDE

predecessor. I think it
will be good for the
players to see their old
coach, but I don’t
think it will affect our
performance.”
Scott, who took
over the team shortly
before their first outing of the season, had
hoped that the twoweek span would give
him time to practice
with his team, and
help them to improve
on their 12th-place

Reynosa maintains modern feel, old styles
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
“Que bonito es, ser y sentirse ser, reynosense,
tamaulipecoây mexicano,” Or “How beautiful it
is to be and feel like you are from Reynosa,
Tamaulipasâ and Mexico.”
Those were the last words written by 77-yearold Eloy H. Davila Garza in his book,
“Senderos al Horizonte,” in which he depicts his
version of the story of Reynosa.
Not many can say they have seen the
development of Reynosa. Fewer still are alive to
say they’ve watched the city change and helped
clarify its background through books and
stories. Historians and storytellers such as
Davila Garza use their life and stories passed on
by generations as a source for their
remembrance.

La Villa de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de
Reynosa, now known as simply Reynosa,
derives its name from a town in Spain. Its
history dates to 1686 when the first settlers
arrived from Southern Mexico and Spain to
conquer land and start a new civilization.
On March 14, 1749 Captain Carlos Cantu
founded La Villa in representation of Coronel
Jose de Escandon; who traveled from Queretaro
(located in the South to the North of Mexico) to
establish new provinces. The first inhabitants
were brought from Nuevo Leon, a state south of
Tamaulipas, and the first families to inhabit
Reynosa started to form. In 1757 an estimated
880 people lived in La Villa, mostly from the 50
families that arrived from Nuevo Leon.
Historians state that the city, because of its
proximity to the Rio Grande River, was having
consistent problems with floods. On July 4,
1802 the city was moved 8 km east, where it

stands today, and its population had grown to
over 1,500 people.
The modern Reynosa started as a ranch
where people lived with cattle and chickens, and
worked around their home. As Davila Garza
points out in his book, the land was a pure
agricultural region and wild animals were seen
walking along the unpaved streets.
There were no schools where people could
get an education. Professor Camila Garza was
born in Reynosa in 1906. She recalls a
childhood without the “luxuries” of running
water and electricity. Camila taught elementary
school for over 40 years. When she began
teaching, it was in a small four-walled school
made of stone. In Camila’s 97 years of life, she
has seen almost every step Reynosa has taken to
become the near metropolis it is today.
Of course, it was not called Reynosa until
Nov. 24, 1926, when La Villa was named a city

“

By BRIAN CARR

THURSDAY

Campus

CELEBRATE—
Members of Mariachi
La Joya y Grupo
Tabasco are all smiles
during Tuesday’s
campus event in honor
of Diez y Seis de
Septiembre, the
Mexican Independence
Day.
El Grito, the shout of
independence, was
given by Mexicans and
Mexican Americans
alike, the night before
at midnight.
Mexican freedom was
won from Spain in
1821 after 11 years of
struggle. The original
call for revolt was
issued by Father
Miguel Hidalgo at
Dolores in 1810.
UTPA’s celebration
coincided with Hispanic
Heritage Week, which
ends today. It also
forms one part of
National Hispanic
Heritage Month, which
runs through Oct. 15.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Cathi Netemeyer spikes the ball past a Texas State player during the
Lady Broncs last home game Sept. 9.
• The Lady Broncs improved to 4-7 after defeating Arkansas-Pine
Bluff, 30-24, 30-15 and 30-22 in the last match at the TCU Adidas
Invitational Saturday. Middle blocker Stephanie Redd led UTPA with
13 kills and freshman Carol Marcengo added 14 digs. Pan Am lost the
earlier match to Arkansas State who improved to 8-2.
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Special to The Pan American

HEAVENLY VIEW— Iglesia de Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe shines in the center of the plaza
El Principal, which for most of the 19th century
was considered the city’s center.

by the state government. From then on it was
known as Reynosa. As the city of Reynosa’s
web site points out, from that time on the city
began rising, and civilization and modern
technology started to emerge. As was the case
for several Mexican cities, the petroleum
industry was the base for its riches, helping city
occupants find jobs while parallel industries of
agriculture, cattle, and commerce prospered.
Recent city businesses still depend on the
traditional moneymakers, and new additions
include manufacturing, commerce in
maquildoras, and a growing service industry
built around hotels, restaurants, banks, and
hospitals.
Reynosa is now known more for its
maquiladoras, its industries, where women
laborers manufacture products sold worldwide
at inexpensive rates. A lot of controversy
surrounds the issue of low wages paid in
maquiladoras, and also around health hazards
those companies could pose for workers.
However, many people are benefiting from
these industries because of the jobs they provide
and the wealth they bring to the city of Reynosa.
DAY OF PRIDE
The celebration of Mexico’s independence on
September 16 showed the essence of Reynosa
with a multitude of people collected in La Plaza
Principal. Reynosa’s mayor, Serapio Cantu
Barragan, gave the traditional grito. With the
entire country celebrating independence, citizens
of Reynosa came together to show their pride.
The citizens of Reynosa showed appreciation
for their city, their state, and their country. Over
several hundred years the city has evolved from
a tiny Spanish outpost into a thriving border city
of nearly a half million people.
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OPINION

Evaluating Evaluations
To the editor:
The September 11 article on faculty
evaluations of administrators contains the
suggestion that the evaluations are low because
it is primarily faculty with grudges who
respond.
This can't be true, because the evaluations of
some administrators are quite high. In fact, in
the previous round of evaluations, one dean had
89% of the faculty ““strongly agree”” with
““overall, I am satisfied with my dean's
performance””, while another 11% responded
with ““agree””. That is a 100% positive
assessment by the 28 faculty who felt strongly
enough to respond one way or the other, which
I estimate to have been somewhere around half

letters

■

of the faculty in that college at that time.
Nobody at all with a grudge responded.
A better interpretation would be that the
faculty who respond to the Senate survey are
those who care, either in a positive or negative
way.
In this case, 28 people were sufficiently
appreciative of the dean that they would go out
of their way to say so, while no one was
sufficiently irritated to bother reporting it. For
that matter, 114 faculty in this year's survey
went to the trouble to report overall satisfaction
with President Nevarez, as opposed to only 84
bothering to report overall dissatisfaction. Four
deans had more faculty reporting satisfaction
than dissatisfaction, and one of them received
93% positive responses on the overall

NEWS

editorials

■

cartoons

satisfaction item, having only one faculty
member caring enough to report dissatisfaction.
To interpret the evaluations meaningfully, one
must compare administrators in a particular
situation with other administrators in similar
situations. When that is done, positive
responses, negative responses, and absence of
responses are all equally valuable data.
While it is natural to make excuses for poor
performance, it is irresponsible to deny real
problems when they obviously require
addressing. In that regard, the Senate surveys of
administrative performance offer indications that
won't be seen from purely administrative
perspectives.
James Aldridge
Psychology and Anthropology
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Church faithful hanging tough
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
After almost two years of headlining scandals
and criticism, The Boston Archdiocese agreed
Tuesday to pay $85 million to settle more than
500 lawsuits from people who claim Roman
Catholic priests abused them.
With the settlement the Church is hoping for
closure. However, though the center of the
scandal took place in Boston, the Catholic
Church and its parishioners around the world
were affected. University of Texas-Pan
American Catholic students were no exception.
Young Adult Catholic Ministry Campus
Chaplain Fr. Hillary Brzezinski explained that
the ordeal affected the Catholic Church as a
whole.
It was devastating to the Church,” he said.
“Many people trust in the Church, and with the
sexual abuse charges some began to question
the credibility of the church.”
Alfonso Liguez, campus minister for the
Adult Catholic Ministry, explained the effect of
the sexual abuse cases did not affect UTPA
Catholic students directly, but still had impact
on their spiritual identity.
It was too distant for them for it to have an
enormous effect because it didn’t hit close to
home,” Liguez said. “For students here it was
more like, okay the abuse happened within the
church, what does that say about me? Their
identity as Catholics was challenged.”
For Catholic students who faced
confrontations from critics of the Church the
ordeal was a learning experience. Liguez
recommended students become more informed
on the issue.
“Out in the classrooms and in the world,
students were being challenged,” he explained.
“This put them in an uncomfortable position. I
told them that they had to look at the ordeal
from a bigger picture and understand it. There
are only a small percentage of priests who
committed the acts. It is not a trait of priests.
Pedophilia is a real illness and celibacy is not
the cause of it either. There are married people
who are pedophiliac as well.”
Senior biology major Lauren Esquivel
realized that she needed to become more
educated on the topic.
“It made me want to learn more myself,” she
proclaimed. “I can’t just rely on my priest. I
need to know things myself. I’ve always been
religious and in fact consider myself to be very
religious. I don’t want to lose that because of

sports
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things a few priests did.”
Brzezinski, advised students who were
having trouble with the ordeal or were
questioning their faith to consult an expert.
“I encourage students who are troubled to
find the wisest Catholic they know and talk to
them about it,” he said.
Because she is a mother, the issue affected
Esquivel in a way that other students did not
experience. She has become suspicious of
others.
“I felt it was something personal because I
have a daughter,” Esquivel, a lifelong Catholic
said. “Now I’m more aware of how not only
priests, but everyone touches my daughter. I do
have faith and believe in priests, but I’m weary.”
Although Esquivel did not lose her faith in
the Catholic teachings, she did lose some
admiration for priests.
“Priests are the people we aspire to be like,”
Esquivel expressed. “I used to think if there are
good people in the world, priests would be it.
When I would sit in mass listening to the
Scripture I used to hold what the priest said
highly. Now I see him as just a man. It took the
glory away from it.”
The media coverage of the sexual abuse
accusations also affected students. Brzezinski
felt that the media sensationalized the matter,
but expects that will not have much of an effect
in the future.
“The topic was a very sensationalized news

topic,” he expressed. “The coverage was very
uneven, but some good reporting was done. It
just depends on who was reporting it. It was just
to keep people’s attention, but nothing ever
keeps people’s attention indefinitely.”
Liguez did not feel the topic was
sensationalized by the media.
“Some say it was overkill,” he said. “I don’t
necessarily agree with that. They were highprofile cases and it is only natural to gravitate
and report extensively on those cases. It’s part of
human reality we want to know about,
especially because priests are sworn to celibacy
and are religious figures.”
Although Liguez did not take the media
coverage personal, he said some students did.
“Every time they would see the headlines,
they felt like it was an attack on them as
Catholics,” he explained. “They thought, ‘I wish
it would stop.’ They felt this way because they
were not informed on the issues at hand. Once
things were clarified they could deal with the
real issues at hand.”
The Catholic Church sexual abuse cases
affected Catholic students, and many questions
were raised. However, the scandals did not
discourage their faith.
“I know I believe in Jesus, in the Virgin
Mary, and in my faith,” Esquivel proclaimed. “I
might not agree with how priests are acting, so
I’ll change priests. My faith hasn’t let me down,
the people in administration have.”
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Seasons merge into one for Texas sportsmen
Wing shooters look for birds, successful football scores
SPECIAL TO THE PAN AMERICAN

The approach of fall
marks the renewal of many
Texas traditions, and two of
the most popular and storied are football and hunting.
The gridiron battles have
been engaged since late
August. The Dallas
Cowboys pulled off a major
upset against the New York
Giants Monday, and the
long-awaited OU-Texas Red
River Shootout game is less
than a month away.
Locally, Donna High
School is off to a 3-0 start
and started the season with
a high-profile victory over
Lubbock Monterey up in
San Antonio's Alamodome.
Intertwined with the tradition of Lone Star football is
the act of taking to the outdoors, usually for hunting.
Thousands of Texans go
from stadium to the blind or
field as Friday gives way to
the weekend.
SEASONS
The wing-shooting season
got started Sept. 6 with a
special dove hunt period of
four days spread over two
weeks. The first half of the
regular dove season starts
for Valley hunters (the area
is part of the 30-county
South Zone) Sept. 20 and
runs through Nov. 5. Then
the second half runs from
Dec. 20-Jan. 11.
Though the legal hunting
periods for many birds and
animals are assigned by
geographical region, there
is one quail season which
extends statewide, from
Oct. 25-Feb. 29. Particular
to the Valley is the running
bird known as the chacalaca, and locals will be on the
hunt for this bird Nov. 1 Feb. 29.
Just as in the game of
football, the action takes
place in the air and on the
ground. Both the quail and
the chacalaca are predominantly ground birds that run
when spooked and take to
the sky only sparingly.
This is why dogs, usually
pointers and/or retrievers,
are often employed to roust
the birds from their hiding
and feeding places, often in
thick grain fields.
The dove, meanwhile, is
a fast flier with incredible
midair agility, and would
probably be at home in the
West Coast Offense. The
dove's relatively small size
makes it tough for hunters
to bag their daily limit of

12.
"The hardest part is hitting them," agrees Scott
Allex, 37, a Harlingen
native who participated in
the special dove season.
"Not only are they a relatively small bird, but they
are swift and agile. They
dart, weave, change directions frequently, particularly
when they spot you and
realize they are being shot
at."
So sometimes getting the
12-bird limit is hard to do.
The quail daily limit is 15,
though in both cases possession limits are usually
two to three times higher
than daily
limits. This
accounts
for the
fact
that
hunters
could conceivably be on
overnight or
three-day trips
and have nowhere
else to keep birds
felled on previous
days.
Later in the year,
deer season will
ring in, and the
opening week,
beginning Nov. 1 for
white-tailed deer, is
always a huge kickoff
event for those who have
had their fill of wing
shooting.
Other birds such as
duck and geese have a
longer reprieve, as their
seasons do not begin until
at least November. Since
the Valley and Northern
Mexico are both in the
International Flyway, the
area is known for its proliferation of dove, especially
the whitewing, and is also
at the southern coastal end
of an area noted for its duck
and geese populations.
The Texas Gulf Coast
near Houston (Wharton, El
Campo, etc.) is the state
capital of such winter bird
shooting.
"The Valley is a unique
place because there are so
many species found here,"
said Allex, ticking off a
half-dozen different birds.
"There are probably not too
many other places that can
say that."
The other season looming
in the minds of Texans is of
course football. Allex said
that from now until the end
of the year there will
always be something to do
on weekends. The connection between football and
hunting is one he's familiar

with.
"That's easy. Fall is
always my favorite time of
the year because football
season corresponds with
hunting," said Allex, a
Texas A&M graduate. "On
any given weekend, there
will always be a multitude
of good football games to
watch, particularly college
games. I'm a huge Aggie
fan and of Big 12 Football
in general."
LICENSES AND
REGULATIONS

Football
has its rulebook and
officials; the
same goes
for the
sport of
hunting.
There
are 28
Texas
Parks
and
Wildlife
regional and
field law enforcement
offices around the state; the
Valley office is in
Brownsville.
The Parks and Wildlife
organization prints an annual bulletin with rules, regulations, schedules, and special feature
stories about
hunting and
fishing. It is
available at
most sporting
goods stores,
i.e. Glick
Twins in
Pharr.
Notable
innovations
from the bulletin include
the possibility
of purchasing
a lifetime pass
to Texas hunting and fishing. Normally
the average
Texas
sportsperson
can expect to

spend up to $75 per season
for a license to hunt and
fish.
Licenses are mandatory,
and game wardens are
always on the prowl for
people poaching on someone else's land, hunting
without a license, or having
illegal numbers or types of
game in their possession.
Now the TPWA offers a
lifetime license for both
activities for
$1,000, or
$600 for
each separate lifetime
license.
The licensing of hunters
is just one way
to make sure
that guns and
wildlife hunting
are not abused.
Countering the stereotype that hunters are reckless and violent people has
always been a priority for
individual hunters and the
groups they belong to.
Though there is always
some opposition to hunting,
Allex feels that most
informed people understand
the sport, the challenge it
presents, and the way
friends and family make it
into a good outdoor activity
promoting camaraderie.
"Only a small minority
oppose the sport and try to
make it out to be a negative
thing," he said. "Personally
I don't kill any animal
unless I intend to eat it. I
don't necessarily agree with
people who hunt animals
just to mount them on their
wall as trophies."
Those who seek to counter the anti-hunting groups
point to a handful of selfregulatory mechanisms in
place to police the industry.

For instance, there are
increased hunter and boater
education requirements in
place for 2003. Anyone
born after Sept. 1,1971
must take part in a statesponsored hunter education
program.
Allex says he has been
hunting since he was old
enough to carry a gun, and
emphasized that gun safety
cannot be stressed too
much.
"Chances cannot be
taken," he said. "My father
and his father taught this to
me from the very beginning. Guns should always
be handled as if they were
loaded."
Along with safety specs,
the annual bulletin has over
50 pages of restrictions on
hunters, from the time and
place they can hunt to the
type of shot and gun they
may use. Trying to coexist
with the land and its
wildlife is considered a
prime directive for the
majority of those who hunt
each year.
To this end, Texas is the
home to several conservation plans designed to preserve the wilderness and
inhabitants and still allow
residents to take part in a
ritual that is as old as the
state itself.
According to the TPWA
annual, a new organization,
the Dove Sportsmen's
Society, placed 81,000
pounds of seed in the hands
of Texas landowners for
habitat improvement last
year.
Also, hunters are instructed to report each instance
when a bird they fell is
wearing a metal leg band.
Over the next three years
Texas and 25 other states
will band over 85,000 birds
to determine the effects of

changes in habitat and hunting. The last time such a
project was undertaken was
1976.
ALTERNATIVE
CHOICES
For those who get tired of
shooting guns, there are
rules and opportunities for
hunting with bows and
arrows. The popularity of
archery has ebbed and
flowed through the years,
because it is a strenuous
sport and one where bagging game is often harder to
accomplish than traditional
methods.
Another offbeat style of
hunting is falconry, where
hunters employ the aid of
predatory birds to capture
game, as has been done for
centuries in other parts of
the world.
But by far, shotgun shooting (for birds) and rifle
shooting (for deer and other
large game) are the most
popular forms of hunting.
September is the start of
a series of traditions in
Texas and some of them
overlap and become part of
one another. Such is the
case with football and hunting.
As Allex said, "The Big
12 has good football games
to watch and there's always
someone I know going
hunting. On top of that, fall
is also one of the most productive times to go fishing
in the Laguna Madre or in
the surf.
"And because all my
friends and family enjoy the
same thing, that just means
more get-togethers and
more opportunities to enjoy
these friendships and family
relationships."
NEXT WEEK: FISHING

sports
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Lady Broncs look for third straight win
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The Lady Bronc golf program will look to extend its
winning streak to two consecutive tournaments when it
travels to New Braunfels to
compete in the Texas State
Invitational this weekend.
In their last outing the
Lady Broncs took first at the
National Minority
Championship, and had three
individuals finish in the top
five with Stefanie Maynard,
Crystal Frazier and Nikki
Boychuk finishing first, third,
and fourth, respectively.

Head Coach Barb O’dale
hopes that the confidence
from last season’s final
appearance win has carried
through the postseason, and
she looks to see a promising
performance from her squad
in the fall season opener.
“Most of the team is
back,” O’dale said. “They’re
1-0 as of now, and I think
they’re going into this tournament expecting to win.”
If the Lady Broncs are to
walk away victorious from
their season opener they will
have to overcome some stiff
competition, including host
Texas-State San Marcos

G

Stefanie Maynard

University, who will have
home-field advantage.
But according to Odale,
Texas-State is not the biggest
threat of the tournament.
“A&M-Corpus Christi
has been strong in the past
couple of years,” Odale said.
“They’ll be coming in to the
tournament ranked in the top
75, and they will definitely be
the team to beat.”
Odale also said that her
team will be looking to top
Lamar, which bested the
Lady Broncs last spring in
the Bronc Intercollegiate
Classic by 13 strokes, despite
a first place individual per-

O

L

Nikki Boychuk

F

son the team will take six
players to the Texas-State
Invitational, although only
five players’ scores will count
overall for the team.
The sixth player’s performance will still count
toward an individual finish,
but Odale has more important
reasons for bringing the extra
golfer than just allowing a
player to beef up on stats.
“I need to have six people
with tournament experience
going into Notre Dame,”
Odale said. “I need to know
how they’ll perform in a tournament.”
But for all the importance

formance by Maynard.
Texas-State University, then
Southwest Texas State, was
the other team to finish in
front of the Lady Broncs at
their own tournament last
year.
Although O’dale is looking for a win from her squad
this weekend, she will also be
evaluating her team’s performance and gearing up for
the team’s appearance in the
Notre Dame Invitational later
this month. In that particular
tournament the Lady Broncs
will be allowed to travel with
six players, and count the
four best scores. For that rea-
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Itziar Unanue

Christine Treanor

Odale placed on the upcoming Notre Dame invitational,
she understands that it is not
the toughest tournament the
Lady Broncs will attend this
Fall season.
“The toughest tournament
will be at Oral Roberts,”
Odale said. “It’s a better
course, and they’re much
more competitive.”
Senior Itziar Unanue is
confident that her last season
as a Lady Bronc will be a
strong one.
“We have a really good
team right now,” Unanue
said. “I think we’ll do really
good this season.”

Daniela Cortez

JOBS THAT DON’T REQUIRE
HAIR-NETS OR GLOVES.
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Web CT offers ease for students, faculty
By AIME SERNA
The Pan American
The way of the future has been here for
the past five years.
Turning to cyberspace for an education is
growing more commonplace nationwide.
The Center for Distance Learning at the
University of Texas-Pan American has
provided faculty and students with
assistance in technology, and has put out an
internet tool called WebCT. WebCT is an
online delivery mechanism for faculty and
students. Students and professors don’t need
anything more than a browser and a web
connection to utilize it.
WebCT stands for Web Course Tools. It
was originally developed by a professor at
the University of British Columbia in
Vancouver, Canada in 1995.
“This semester over 7,000 students at
UTPA are taking at least one course that
uses WebCT to either augment their
classroom experience or to take a course
totally online,” said Douglas Young,
director for the Center of Distance
Learning.
Young added that any course whose
number ends with 90L or 91L means that it
is completely online.
Many professors started using WebCT to
put their syllabus online. Now many are
employing it to teach an entire course.
“Being able to augment a class through
the Internet adds another level of value to
the course,” said Dr. Jane LeMaster,
associate professor of management for the
College of Business Administration.
“Whether the material is simply the
syllabus for the course, PowerPoint
presentations slides, other course materials,
or if the class is conducted through WebCT,
the flexibility the Internet brings to
education is terrific,” she added.
Professors appreciate WebCT because
they are able to make information available
to students at any time, day or night, and
students appreciate WebCT because they

can access course information without
having to attend class.
“Students feel empowered because they
can log-in in at their convenience,” said
Jeffrey B. Getchell, assistant director for the
Center of Distance Learning.
LeMaster said the primary advantage of
WebCT is flexibility for both the student
and the professor. UTPA classes have
reduced seat time, those students who work,
commute or have family members to care
for are no longer forced to drop the course
because of these inconveniences.
“I have had many students say to me if it
were not for the online availability of the
class they would not be able to take the
class at all,” LeMaster said.
Dr. Wendell Davis teaches Music
Appreciation, and said the class is very
media heavy. There are many listening
examples delivered through CDs that are
combined with the text. They are
downloaded from WebCT, meaning that the
students do not have to deal with the usual
long downloading process.
“It is only recently that a class like mine
could be delivered online because of its
content,” said Davis. “WebCT is a versatile,
stable learning environment. My students
find that it is easy to navigate and have
accepted it very well.”
Director Douglas Young said that online
education can actually improve class
participation. In the traditional classroom,
the number of students is sometimes very
high so there might not always be enough
time to answer every question. Through
WebCT, students can discuss assignments
with the professor and other students at any
time.
Although the use of WebCT has increased
and has been accepted by more and more
students and professors, there are still
disadvantages to online education.
One of these is that some students feel
intimidated by the technology. Students who
don’t feel comfortable with the computer
might find it difficult to use, and feel
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Come to our information-recruitment meeting.
Monday, Sept. 22 at noon COAS Room 173

The Panorama is the official student magazine
of UTPA—the annual magazine for students, about
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tigerlilly0508@yahoo.com, or the Student
Publications Office at 381-2541.
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ONLINE HELPER— This sample page from Web CT shows that students can now access upto-date information from their classes at a click of the mouse.

discouraged. They may also feel that the
online course is not as thorough, or view it
as an effortless course. Also, online courses
require a lot of discipline from the student
because they are allowed to work at their
own pace, sometimes they can easily fall
behind. Also many students do not have
easy access to the Internet from home. For
the instructor, teaching an online course
requires more organization, and many
professors themselves are not
technologically inclined.
LeMaster said sudden changes are easy to
make in a traditional classroom
environment, but in the online environment,
she must organize the semester schedule
very carefully.
There has been some question as to which
classes should be taught online. Some don’t
seem a good fit for the technology.
“I think the issue is not one of whether a
class is appropriate or inappropriate for the
online environment as much as whether the

online environment is appropriate for all
instructors or for all students,” said
LeMaster. “I think the success of an online
class depends on the attitude and acceptance
of the instructor presenting the class and the
students taking the class.”
The CDL has two intermittent workshops
on WebCT. “Introduction to WebCT”
teaches faculty on how to use the software.
“Teaching Online in Higher Education”
shows them how to teach online. The
Center does not have workshops for
students, but they do hold orientations for
classes if the professor asks them to do one.
The Center is also there to assist students
one on one if they experience any
individual problems while using WebCT.
Getchell said that their goal is to provide
a comfort level for students. He said once
students can get past feeling intimidated by
the technology, learning can then begin.
“Our goal is to make it just as transparent
as a classroom,” he said.

Scary stories highlight Mexican–American folklore
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American

T H E PANORA M A

Page 3

Have you heard stories about La Llorona (The Weeping
Lady) or the Devil at the disco? These stories and other
folk tales have been around for centuries, and the UTPA
library houses actual oral stories from people Valleywide.
They are preserved in the Rio Grande Folklore Archive
located in the Special Collections department.
Dr. Mark Glazer, professor of anthropology, is head of
this unique archive. He has contributed most of his career
to research of Mexican-American and Mexican folklore,
which consists of oral narrative, folk religion, magic, and
folk beliefs. Glazer is also involved in computer
applications of folklore, and the archiving of
contemporary legends.
Glazer said the archive was set up in June 1977 and his
awareness of the Valley’s heavily taled culture was what
led him to research in this area.
I came to the Valley fully aware that the folklore of the
area was very rich. Putting archives together is something
folklorists normally do,” Glazer said. “However, as soon
as I got here I realized that there was no collection of the
folklore of the area, and that made collecting for future
generations urgent.”
According to the Rio Grande Folklore Archive web
site, it is the major depository for the folklore of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley and Northern Tamaulipas,
Mexico. The archive holds over 99,000 items, including
items which represent the major genres of folklore.
The archive itself is a [big] collection. My research and
publication areas are traditional legends, contemporary
legends, proverbs, folk religion, love magic and folk

medicine,” Glazer said.
Some of Glazer’s accredited works include co-editing
“High Points In Anthropology” (1988) and “Studies in
Turkish Folklore” (1976). He is the author of “A
Dictionary of Mexican American Proverbs” and “Flour
from Another Sack” (2nd ed. 1994), which includes
Mexican American beliefs, legends, fables, recipes and
antidotes.
The archive goes hand in hand with the UTPA
anthropology courses Glazer teaches: Cultural
Anthropology, Folklore, Mexican American Folklore,
U.S. and Other World Cultures, and Mythology and
Psychology.
“Dr. Glazer has his students getting special collections
for the archive,” said Tami Valdez, an interdisciplinary
studies graduate student.
Valdez said material in the collection was collected by
interviews of Valley people concerning their ghost and
devil stories, folk medicine, and religious beliefs. She also
added that the archive was a good place to get info for
research papers.
“Since I was an anthropology major before I received
my bachelors degree, I spent a lot of time in the archive,
researching the various topics for my term papers,” Valdez
said. “My two favorite topics were the stories on the Devil
at the Disco and La Llorona.”
As the university grows, Glazer expects the archive to
do the same.
“The archive expands by a few thousand items every
year. I expect it to do so [in the future],” Glazer said.
Anyone who has an interest on these topics can access
the archive online from
www.panam.edu/dept/folklore/index.html.

Dr. Philip Sidney Field

OLD HAUNT— The legend of La Llorona is familiar to most area residents.
It is one of many ghost or devil stories common to local folklore.
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What was your first
impression of the city of
Reynosa?

Campus
VO I C E

Alicia Castillo
Education
Junior
If you don’t know your way around you
have to be careful. Places can be real nice
or the opposite.

Chuck Reid Ph.D
CRC
Assistant Professor
When I first came to Edinburg I was told
that I shouldn’t go to Reynosa alone
because it is too large. I was told to go to
Progreso first, and not go to Reynosa until
I had someone to go with me.

Griselda Guerra
Bilingual Education
Junior
Clubbing, cheaper medical attention,
better medicine, good doctors...big
on holidays, big celebrations in town.
The homeless are there also enjoying
free food and gifts for kids. You don’t
see that here.

Dr. Gary Mounce
Professor of Latin American
Politics
It’s fun, its Mexico. It’s one of the
best reasons for living here. I love
the food and the art. Students might
just see Frida’s (club) and not see
the city. They have a brand new
theater that is relatively unknown
and underrated.

Xavi Gomez
Graphic Design
Sophomore
Having a good time at the clubs and
visiting family that live there is what I do.
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Chicano lit class
gives unique slant
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Although the term “Chicano” has one
meaning for some and another for others, a
class at the University of Texas-Pan American
is using the term this semester to express
pride in recent history, cultural confidence,
and identity-building autonomy. The
politically charged label for some MexicanAmericans recurs consistently in Dr. DoraRamirez-Dhoore’s lit class. For a reason.
“At Pan American University, I and all
Chicano students were required to take two
speech classes. Their purpose: to get rid of
our accents. Attacks on one’s form of
expression with the intent to censor are a
violation of the First Amendment. El Anglo
con cara de inocente nos arrancó la lengua.
Wild tongues can't be tamed, they can only be
cut out.” said Gloria Anzaldúa in her book
Borderlands/ La Frontera, 1987.
Anzaldúa, a Rio Grande Valley native, is
among the authors whom students are
studying in Dhoore’s English 4316 MexicanAmerican Literature course. The class focuses
on exposing students to Chicano Literature, a
genre generally believed to date back to the
1960s. However, recently there have been
works recovered from the early 1900s.
“This course introduces students to
Twentieth century Chicano, Chicana
literature,” said Dhoore, a new professor at
UTPA. “By examining the sociopolitical and
historical events that surround these authors
and their texts, students will begin to
understand what informs their own
perspectives, ideologies, and in retrospect,
their own writing.
“This course spans the Twentieth century,
including recently recovered authors from the
1980s, authors influenced by the Civil Rights
era, and more contemporary writers,” she
added. “By doing this, students will get an
overview of the political, geographical,
economic, social historical, cultural, and
personal histories of these individuals. By
exploring these areas of the culture, we will
look at how these authors expressed their
ideas, views, and hopes in their writings.”
The Disregarded History
“In any colonial situation, state violence or
the threat of it is at the basis of control. In
Nineteenth-century Texas, the system
condoned more extreme forms of terror
toward Mexicans. They considered Mexicans
foreigners and not entitled to equal protection
under the law. In South Texas, while the
Mexican population outnumbered the North
Americans, Euroamericans controlled politics
and the land,” explained Rodolfo Acuña in
his book “Occupied America: A History of
Chicanos,” in 2000.
The history of Chicanos is reflected
through the literature studied in the course.
Even fictional works offer a look into what
life was like for Chicanos in the past.
“Our history is such a big part of our
literature,” said Dhoore, who is from Nyssa,
Oregon, but has roots in the Valley. “It (the
literature) talks about the Chicano
community. Most of the works we are reading
are fictional, but they show more of the
human condition. It also helps you understand
how Chicanos are a part of America’s
history.”
Because the history of the MexicanAmerican people is not part of public
schools’ curriculum, often times Chicano
literature is how many first discover such
history. This was the case for Dhoore, who is
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Halladay wins 21st

mostly self-taught in Chicano literature.
“I learned my history through the Chicano
literature,” she explained. “It is in these books
where I first read it and then I went to the
history books to learn more of it.”
Discovering Chicano literature often
coincides with discovering their history.
Senior English major Ted Rocha recently
discovered both and and decided to take the
Mexican-American literature course to learn
more.
“I want to learn more of the truth,” he
expressed. “It’s funny how I’m learning our
history through fictional literature, but I’m
learning more (Chicano) history than I ever
did in any of my history classes.”
Race, Class, and Gender Issues
“Juan Rubio slapped the table with his
heavy hand so the dishes rattled. ‘Enough!’
he said. ‘I have had my fill of your
whimpering and your back talk! You are
thinking yourself a American woman-well,
you are not one and you should know your
place. You have shelter, and you have food
and clothing for the children. Be content!
What I do outside the house is not your
concern,’” said a character in José Antonio
Villarreal’s “Pocho.”
Race, class, and gender issues are usually
found in literature. However, the MexicanAmerican perspective is sometimes not
addressed. “There are many different issues
that we discuss in class,” Dhoore said. “I like
to talk about class, gender, and race and how
they are so connected and intertwined. They
are ongoing issues.”
One gender issue that is associated with the
Mexican and Mexican-American culture is
machismo. A class discussion on machismo
was held based on Anzaldúa’s mention of
how macho used to be defined a man who
would work, care, and provide for their
families, but now the word has transformed
into meaning hierarchical male dominance.
Rocha feels that although machismo does
exist, it is not strictly a Mexican value.
“Machismo is a problem in our culture,” he
said. “But I’ve always thought of machismo
as a universal thing. Look at the way the
women are treated in the Middle East. Even
here in the U.S. it was worse before the
Feminist Movement. I guess the way they
perceive it, they make it seem as though
Mexicans are the worst.”
Rocha also learned, historically, MexicanAmerican women have always been strong
and played an important role in the family.
“Women were strong,” he expressed. “You
can see that in the literature even if the author
isn’t a women, they were the center of the
family. They held everyone together.”
“The Power of Language”
Bilingual Love Poem
by José Antonio Burciaga
Your sonrisa is a sunrise
that was reaped from your smile
sowed from a semilla
into the sol of your soul
with an ardent pasión,
passion ardente,
sizzling in a mar de amar
where more is amor,
in a sea of sí
filled with the sal of salt
into the saliva of the saliva
that gives sed but is never sad.

See LIT page 12

Roy Halladay won his 21st game of the season by
shutting out the Detroit Tigers 6-0 Wednesday
night. Halladay is 9-1 in his career against the
Tigers. The loss pushed Detroit (38-113) closer to
the record books.
The Tigers have lost five straight games and need
to win five of their last 11 games to avoid equaling
the 1962 New York Mets’ 120-loss season. Detroit
became the first team since the 1916 Philadelphia
Athletics to lose 113 games in a season.
Philadelphia set the American League record for
losses in a single season that year with 117 losses.

Shock wins Game 3
The Detroit Shock defeated the defending
champion Los Angeles Sparks 83-78 Tuesday in
Game 3 of the WNBA championship finals to
complete a worst-to-first turnaround season.
Detroit won 25 games this season after losing
a league worst 23 games last year. Ruth Riley
scored a career-high 27 points.

Miami to host Super Bowl
NFL owners awarded the 2007 Super Bowl to
Miami on Wednesday. Miami has hosted the Super

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Fri., Sept. 19 Men’s Tennis at Lamar Tournament
Fri., Sept. 19 Volleyball at Prairie View A&M
Tournament
Sat., Sept. 20 Women’s Golf at Texas State
Invitational
Sat., Sept. 20 Volleyball at Prairie View A&M
Tournament
Mon., Sept. 22 Men’s Golf at Carolina First
Collegiate
Tues., Sept. 23 Volleyball at Incarnate Word, 7
p.m.

NFL WEEK THREE SCHEDULE
Home
Date
Away
Jacksonville
Indianapolis
Sept. 21
Minnesota
Detroit
Sept. 21
N.Y. Jets
New England Sept. 21
Tampa Bay
Atlanta
Sept. 21
Kansas City
Houston
Sept. 21
New Orleans Tennessee
Sept. 21
Pittsburgh
Cincinnati
Sept. 21
N.Y. Giants
Washington
Sept. 21
Green Bay
Arizona
Sept. 21
St. Louis
Seattle
Sept. 21
Baltimore
San Diego
Sept. 21
Cleveland
San Francisco Sept. 21
Buffalo
Miami
Sept. 21
Oakland
Denver
Sept. 22
Open date:
Carolina, Chicago, Dallas, Philadelphia

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Bowl eight times (1968, ‘69, ‘71, ‘76, ‘79, ‘89, ‘95
and ‘99).
Houston will host this season’s Super Bowl at
Reliant Stadium on Feb. 1. In 2005, Jacksonville
will do the honors while Detroit will get the privilege in 2006.
The site of the 2008 Super Bowl will be decided
at the owners’ meeting on Oct. 29-30 in Chicago.
Arizona, New York-New Jersey,Tampa Bay and
Washington are the contenders for the 2008 game.
In addition, the league also agreed to extend the
existence of NFL Europe for two more seasons.

Lithuania takes title
Lithuania defeated Spain 93-84 on Sunday to
win its third title at the European Basketball
Championships.
Meanwhile, Italy beat France 69-67 for the
bronze medal and clinched an Olympic basketball berth for the Athens Games. Lithuania and
Spain clinched Olympic berths by winning the
semifinals on Saturday.
Host Greece and world champion SerbiaMontenegro earned automatic spots.

Dover activities canceled
NASCAR has canceled the activities planned

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle
Chicago
Kansas City
Toronto

Won Lost
88 - 63
87 - 65
80 - 71
78 - 73
78 - 73

GB
--1.5
8.0
10.0
10.0

LEFT
11
10
11
11
11

DIV
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
East

National
Florida
Philadelphia
Chi Cubs
Los Angeles
Arizona
St. Louis
Montreal

Won Lost
84 - 67
83 - 69
82 - 70
80 - 70
79 - 73
78 - 75
77 - 76

GB
--1.5
2.5
3.5
5.5
7.0
8.0

LEFT
11
10
10
12
10
9
9

DIV
East
East
Cen.
West
West
Cen.
East

2003 WOMEN’S SOCCER
WORLD CUP
Group A
United States
Sweden
Nigeria
Korea DPR
Group C
Germany
Canada
Japan
Argentina
Sept. 21
Sept. 25
Sept. 28

Group B
Norway
France
Brazil
Korea Republic
Group D
China
Ghana
Australia
Russia
U.S.A. vs. Sweden 11:30 a.m.
U.S.A. vs. Nigeria 6:30 p.m.
Korea vs. U.S.A. 2:45 p.m.

at Dover International Speedway scheduled for
Thursday and Friday due to the expected landing of Hurricane Isabel.
Qualifying for both the Winston Cup and
Busch series, including the Busch North Series
race, were also canceled. None of these races
will be rescheduled.
Matt Kenseth and Dale Earnhardt Jr. will lead
the field in Sunday’s MBNA America 400 Cup.
Kevin Harvick and David Green will be in the
front row for Saturday’s Stacker 200 Busch
Series race. Kenseth leads the point standings
with 4,015 points.
Earnhardt Jr. is a distant second with 3.611.
Including Sunday’s MBNA America 400 cup,
there are nine races left on the 2003 schedule.

Juarez KOs Murillo
Rocky Juárez of Houston, 127 pounds,
knocked out David Murillo of México, 127, in
the first round of their featherweight bout
Saturday at Temecula, Calif.
In Berlin, José Rivera of Philadelphia defeated
Michael Trabant of Germany in 12 rounds to
win the WBA welterweight title and Felix Sturm
of Germany beat Javier Velazco on points to
take the WBO middleweight title.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
Irapuato
U.A.G.
Tigres
Santos
Atlante
Necaxa
U.N.A.M.
Puebla
Toluca
Pachuca
Monterrey
Cruz Azul
Veracruz
América
Morelia
Guadalajara
Chiapas
Club San Luis
Atlas
Querétaro

W-D-L
4-2-1
4-2-1
4-1-1
3-3-1
3-3-1
2-5-0
3-2-2
3-2-2
3-1-2
2-4-1
2-3-2
2-3-2
2-3-2
2-2-3
2-2-3
2-1-4
2-1-4
1-3-3
0-2-5
0-1-6

GF:GA
12:7
12:9
14:6
14:7
16:11
10:7
12:11
12:12
10:8
7:6
12:12
10:10
10:13
12:11
11:14
8:11
8:13
9:10
6:15
5:17

PTS
14
14
13
12
12
11
11
11
10
10
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
6
2
1

Week 7 results: Veracruz 0, Atlante 3; Cruz Azul1,
Chiapas 3; Monterrey 3, San Luis 2; Guadalajara 2,
Tigres 3; Necaxa 1, Querétaro 0; América 3, Atlas 0;
U.N.A.M. 1, Pachuca 2; Irapuato 2, Toluca 1; Puebla
4, Morelia 2; U.A.G. 3, Santos 3.
Week 8 Schedule Sept. 20-21: Chiapas vs. Veracruz;
Santos vs. Monterrey; Tigres vs. Necaxa; Morelia vs.
U.N.A.M.; San Luis vs. América; Atlas vs. Irapuato;
Toluca vs. Guadalajara; Pachuca vs. Cruz Azul;
Atlante vs. U.A.G.; Querétaro vs. Puebla.
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By LYLONY C AZARES
The Pan American
A federal grant awarded to two health care
facilities will help expand health services to
low-income and uninsured citizens suffering
from diabetes and/or needing dental care.
Gov. Rick Perry announced Aug. 28, that
the $3.9 million federal grant from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
will be used to help improve services for
federally funded centers. Nuestra Clinica del
Valle of Pharr and Su Clinica Familiar of
Harlingen will be the beneficiaries.
Nuestra Clinica del Valle received $200,000
to begin providing dental services to Hidalgo
County and Su Clinica Familiar received
$40,000 to expand existing diabetic health
services to Cameron and Willacy counties.
There are 4.5 million uninsured individuals
in Texas, and 41 million nationwide. With 24
percent of the uninsured being immigrants and
86 percent Hispanic immigrants, the grant will
help the two clinics provide affordable health
care to Valley residents.
“This is exciting news for the people in
these communities and a tremendous boost to
improving their access to primary preventive
health care,” said Texas Commissioner of
Health Eduardo Sanchez.
On Nov. 1 Nuestra Clinica del Valle’s dental
clinic will be in operation to serve the
residents of Edcouch, Elsa, Monte Alto, and
La Villa.
Nuestra Clinica del Valle received the grant
by applying for oral health funds that were
made available by one of President Bush’s
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health care initiatives. “The initiative focused
on increasing availability of funds for
expanding community health centers
throughout the country,” said Executive
Director Lucy Ramirez.
“Hidalgo County is a border community
and one of the poorest counties in the nation,”
she said. “It has one of the highest rates of
poverty and unemployment. These funds will
allow Nuestra Clinica del Valle to provide
affordable health services to underserved,
uninsured individuals.”
The federal grant will also allow Su Clinica
Familiar to improve health services to their
diabetic patients by implementing a Chronic
Disease Model (CDM) said Frank Vasquez,
director of planning resource management.
Ninety-two percent of the $40,000 federal
grant will be used to hire diabetes personnel
and staff, while eight percent will be used for
equipment and supplies.
With the CDM, diabetic patients will be
monitored more closely and hopefully have
their health improved, said Vasquez.
“It (CDM) will improve the health status
among our diabetic patients, helping them
better manage the disease through case
management,” said Vasquez.
Mari Sandoval, a 2002 graduate from The
University of Texas-Pan American, has
utilized the services at Nuestra Clinca del
Valle. She feels the new dental services will
help many Valley residents.
“I think the grant they (Nuestra Clinica del
Valle) were awarded will help those who need
dental services and help them get it at a price
they can afford,” Sandoval added.

continued from page 4

Two tongues that come together
is not a French kiss
but bilingual love.
Language is very important to a culture and
Mexican Americans have created a language
of their own sometimes referred to as
Spanglish. As natural and inevitable as the
evolution of the language was, the mixing of
Spanish and English by Mexican-Americans
has always been criticized by Americans and
Mexicans.
Despite this, Spanglish can often be found
in Chicano literature.
“Authors use the language, like Anzaldúa,”
noted Dhoore, who studied for her master’s
degree under Chicano writer Denise Chávez.
“The language is very important because it
constructs our literature. We use that language
to identify ourselves.”
To most Mexican Americans, especially
those who live in the Rio Grande, mixing
Spanish and English is a natural part of daily
life. However, some like Rocha do not realize
the uniqueness of their language.
“I’ve always been around Spanglish, and
I’ve always spoken it,” Rocha explained.
“But I never realized it. It wasn’t until I heard
‘Mentiroza’ by Melo Man Ace and Gerardo’s
‘Rico Suave’ in junior high that I realized it. I
really connected to it.”
Reading literature that used Rocha’s
language helped him appreciate it more, it
gave him a sense of pride in who he is.
“It amazed me how Spanglish is used in an
artistic form and not degraded in the
literature,” he expressed. “I’ve always been
told ‘don’t say that, kickiar, pushar, watcha.’
It’s okay though, as long as you understand
what I’m saying. It’s also good to learn the
formal Spanish because you need that too. I
speak both fluently and English too. It’s great,
especially down here.”
The Ongoing Struggle
“El hombre propone y Diós dispone,

according to an old Spanish proverb... Some
lids just don’t fit some jars and the beans
keep spilling in. The whole country is riled
up about immigration, so man proposes and
God disposes: Build a wall; install stadium
lights, use infrared binoculars, television,
civilian vigilante squads, national
identification cards; dig 15-mile-deep ditches;
increase border patrol personnel, budgets; call
the federal troops and space them 25 yards
apart. Yet the people keep coming in biblical
proportions,” said Burciaga in his book,
“Spilling the Beans, “ from 1995.
Current issues facing Mexican-Americans
are also part of the course discussion.
NAFTA, immigration laws, bilingualism,
assimilation, and discrimination are others.
“I want to introduce ideas to the students
and show that there’s a discourse among
scholars on gender, race, and other current
issues,” Dhoore said. “To know and
understand the discussions that are going on
between scholars is what makes the students
part of the discipline and makes them part of
the world.”
Through the literature of his people, Rocha
is learning that the struggle of the MexicanAmericans is not over yet. It has opened his
eyes to what being Chicano is and has
inspired him to pass on his newly acquired
knowledge.
“This class is opening windows in my
perception,” he said. “Now that I’m learning
about it, I want to spread the word. We’re
here and we’re not going away so get used to
it.”
“It has given me a sense of pride in who I
am,” he expressed. “I have a sense of
belonging now, something to back myself up
with. I hate that Mexicans say we’re not
Mexican enough and Americans say we’re
not American enough. I’m not Mexican and
I’m not white. Although after learning all
about Mexican-Americans it’s hard not to
want to be more Chicano, more raza.”

Ranch seminar should
give maintenance tips
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Over 90 percent of Texas land is
privately owned, so small tract
landowners play a crucial role in the
conservation of habitat, especially in the
lower Rio Grande Valley.
Merritt Hunke, programs director for
the VLF, says this half-day conference
will teach landowners about
conservation, estate planning, tax laws
and mapping techniques and services.
There will be several seminars offering
a better understanding on how people
can make their life’s work survive.
“Many of these ranchers and farmers
have been working this land for
generations. Their families have owned
the area and they want to keep up with
the traditions,” Hunke said. “On
Saturday, we will be helping these
people realize how there are educational
sources they can access to make their job
a bit easier for them.”

A deer rustling though bushes in
search of a daily meal, a large colorful
bird gliding through the air in search of a
new resting place, a small beaver
swimming through water; enjoying the
refreshing coolness. Despite sounding
like stars in scenes from the Discovery
Channel, these animals, at one point,
have all resided or still reside in The Rio
Grande Valley and South Texas.
The Valley Land Fund (VLF), and the
Texas Cooperative Extension Hidalgo
County Office are planning to assist the
individuals who are pursuing farming
and ranching in the Rio Grande Valley.
They are doing this by presenting a free
farm and ranch stewardship seminar on
Sept. 20 in McAllen. The event is
designed to teach
landowners how
INDUSTRY
to integrate
ORIGINS
economics,
Farming and ranching
Both Hispanic
conservation, and
traditions and the
isn’t
doing
as
well
as
it
estate planning
skills of early
into their daily
has been in the past.The
colonists of the
work.
1800s have
money
in
cattle
is
The Farm and
proved to be
Ranch
declining, and the rise of
influences on the
Stewardship
ranching heritage
industry
is
canceling
the
event will be held
of the Rio
desire to go into
at the McAllen
Grande Valley
Chamber of
The lower Rio
agriculture.
Commerce
Grande Valley's
Merritt
Hunke,
Saturday. It is not
original Spanish
Programs Director
limited to
settlers generally
Valley
Land
Fund
farmers, ranchers
depended upon
and landowners
livestock
wishing to
ranching.
preserve their
However, beginning in the 1920s,
land for future generations.
farmers began to clear native brush for
Conservationists and anyone interested
intensive irrigated agriculture
in the economic and environmental
The lone U.S. consulting firm that
benefits of preserving and restoring the
specializes in wildlife viewing, Fermata
Rio Grande Valley’s land and wildlife
Inc., says that during the last 80 years,
habitat are invited as well.
an estimated 95 percent of the original
According to its official web site,
native brush in the RGV has been lost to
VLF’s mission is to preserve, enhance
agriculture and urban development.
and expand the native wildlife habitat of
Add to that the drought that the area
the Rio Grande Valley through
has labored under for many years, and
education, land ownership and the
that means that the natural habitat is
creation of economic incentives for
under constant assault.
preservation.
Because control structures on the Rio
The non-profit land trust was founded
Grande have eliminated the annual
in 1986 in an attempt to preserve,
floods that shaped the lower RGV’s
enhance and expand the remaining
unique flood plain forests, what little
Valley wildlife habitat of the Rio Grande
forest remains is gradually evolving into
Valley. The VLF believes that wildlife
a drier, less diverse woodland. The
conservation can best be promoted
continuing increase in population in the
through sound economic incentives for
area will only increase the pressure on
private landowners to protect and
the little native habitat that remains.
enhance the diversity of habitats.
“Farming and ranching isn’t doing as
The Rio Grande Valley has a vast
well as it has been in the past,” Hunke
diversity of habitats, even though
said. “The money in cattle is declining,
residents at times seem to overlook the
and the rise of industry is canceling the
varied natural environment. An estimated desire to go into agriculture.”
$100 million comes into the Valley
Hunke continued to say the reason
economy from birding and eco-tourism
why she came down a year ago to work
annually.
with the VLF was because of her love
Migrating birds guide their way into
for natural environment and her
the Valley every year, making the area
persistent wish to service an area that
appealing for eco-tourists from around
needs attention.
the nation. VLF says that several species
“Working for a non-profit organization
of mammals, insects and reptiles are
can be tough at times,” Hunke said. “But
found nowhere else in the United States
it really is refreshing knowing that I can
besides the RGV, and yet, there is less
help make a difference in an area that
than five percent of original habitat
has such an amount of natural resources
existent here.
that should still be cared for.”

“
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Science Academy leads alternative way
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Life after high school is almost like
learning how to play the harmonica for the
first time, then later learning how to play the
piano. The first time will be remembered,
but can sometimes be overshadowed by what
lies ahead.
Some people remember high school as a
place where they became social gods and had
the best years of their life. Others felt high
school represented everything they wanted to
move away from, including the order and
boundaries. However, students who attended
Science Academy of South Texas can claim
they are now alumni of one of the top ten
high schools in the nation.
Newsweek magazine ranked The Science
Academy eighth in the nation according to a
ratio called the Challenge Index. The Index
was devised by Jay Mathews, ranking public
schools according to the ratio of Advanced
Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) tests taken by all students
divided by the number of graduating seniors.
According to Newsweek, last June more
than a million students in 14,000 high
schools took 1,750,000 AP exams. This is a
10-percent increase over last year and twice
the number of these college-level tests taken
in 1996.
Edward Argueta, the principal of Science
Academy, credits the achievement to the
students and teachers who are committed to
wanting to learn more than average
expectations.
“I’m very honored by this recognition,”
Argueta said, “The students are the ones who
deserve the credit because no matter how

Argueta continued, saying that the school
hard or how far we push them, they always
does not offer IB exams, only AP classes as
seem to rise to the challenge.”
The Science Academy is a four-year public tests. It is not required that students take the
AP exams; they get recommendations to take
magnet school and is part of the South Texas
the classes. The school promotes the
Independent School District. The current
enrollment is 650 students with 200 per grade challenges AP courses offer and points out
that even if a student does not pass the exam,
level. Argueta says that what makes the
they are still better
school exceptional
prepared for the
is that it is open to
college courses
any individual who
they will be taking.
wants to attend. The
I can honestly say that
In 2002, 186
only prerequisite
with the preparation I
students took at
the school has is
least one AP exam,
that the student
received from Science
and 130 had
must have been
passing scores of at
promoted every
Academy, my time in
least three or
year up until high
higher, with 29
school.
college has been a
students scoring a
“We don’t have a
two, and 52
waiting list, and we
breeze
earning a four.
don’t turn students
Paul Rojas, a
away because of
- Paul Rojas,
graduate
from
their GPA or lack of
UTPA senior
Science Academy,
extracurriculars,”
is now a senior at
Argueta said. “We
UTPA. He says
want to accept any
attending the
and all students that
school fully prepared him for college.
show interest in attending the school.”
“I can honestly say that with the
With other schools that base admittance to
preparation I received from Science
the campuses on mounds of requirements,
Academy, my time in college has been a
Science Academy has managed to become
breeze,” Rojas said. “I don’t mean to sound
one of the top public schools, according to
like college was like high school, I just mean
the Challenge Index, without having the
students prove their worth; but rather coming that all the assignments we had and the work
we did at the Science Academy was very
to the school as they are.
demanding, so I wasn’t shocked when I
“We have a very large variety of students
entered my first year of college.”
that attend Science Academy,” Argueta said.
Rojas said he originally decided to attend
“We do not only have students interested in
Science Academy because he was tired of
engineering and science. We have students
being in his school district. He felt he wanted
who go on to be teachers, architects,
to get away from people that had caused him
journalists, even artists.”

“

.

“

September 18, 2003

to have bad experiences in elementary and
junior high. Science Academy seemed like
the perfect place where he could not only
escape, but learn.
“If you go visit Science Academy, at first
glance you know it’s not like a regular
school,” Rojas said. “There’s a huge sense of
individuality among the students that leads to
them wanting to work to the limit they know
they can.”
“I would say we [Science Academy] have
a more relaxed environment compared to
other campuses,” Agueta said. “It would
come as close to a college environment that a
high school could possible offer. We do have
a dress code, but we do not restrict the
students from expressing themselves, and the
students themselves are accepting of each
others’ differences.”
Senior UTPA biology major Marco Vega
says that students who attended Science
Academy had the advantage of being aware
of projects and programs earlier in high
school than other students. He adds that in
college courses, the learning experience and
treatment depends on the individual.
“From their freshman year, the [Science
Academy] students knew about more science
and math opportunities such as the Beta
Program than other high schools did,” Vega
said. “But I think that’s one of the only major
advantages the students as a whole had. At
college, everyone’s treated basically the
same, but maybe attending that school helped
them become better prepared for college.”
“In high school I had homework every
night, so I’m used to a heavy workload,”
Rojas said. “Science Academy didn’t just
give me academic preparation for college, it
also helped me prepare for the social
independence of college life.”
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Border issues Reynosa tourism struggling
make agenda
for meetings
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Edinburg Mayor Richard Garcia takes
reins of important group
By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
The City of Edinburg will
host the Texas Border
Infrastructure Coalition
(TBIC) meeting Sept. 17-18 at
the International Trade and
Technology building(IT2) on
the UTPA campus.
Key issues for discussion
will be the regulations enacted
by the Patriot Act of 2001,
funding for the Regional
Academic Health Center, and
the unequal restrictions on
visas given to Mexican and
Canadian visitors.
The meeting will also
present the transition of
responsibility from former
Brownsville Mayor Blanca
Vela to new organization chair,
Edinburg Mayor Richard
Garcia.
“I'm excited that Edinburg
will be involved in the
chairship,” said Garcia, who
was elected mayor in May.
A reception was held
Wednesday to welcome TBIC
to the All-American City of
Edinburg. The official meeting
is scheduled for today,
Thursday Sept.18 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the IT2 building.
TBIC is an organization
promoting the development of
transportation infrastructure
and improving international
commerce between the Texas
border area and Mexico. This
non-profit lobbyist group was
established in 1998 by TexasMexico border communities,
with the mission of bringing
more statewide attention to
border infrastructure
investments for the 14 counties
along the Rio Grande.
County judges, mayors, and
city commissioners who form
part of the organization will
gather in Edinburg to establish
effective plans that could be
presented to the state's 79th
Legislative session in 2005.
TBIC has already taken part in
several Legislature sessions in
attempts to improve workforce
training programs for this
region's large populations of
workers.
Growth along the border
region has also brought about
new challenges and much
needed state and national
resources. High rates of

infectious diseases and high
numbers of residents without
health insurance are issues that
require more attention from
the state legislators, according
to TBIC members. TBIC
strives to find solutions to
these matters and various
others that affect the people of
South Texas.
According to David A. Diaz
of the Edinburg Daily Review,
in the 1990s the average
annual population growth rate
for the border region was 3
percent, compared with the
state's 2 percent rate. The
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission
area is the fourth fastestgrowing metropolitan area in
the country. Hispanics have
accounted for over 60 percent
of the state’s population
increase since 2000.
Another issue of concern are
the regulations of the Patriot
Act. The act was issued
nationwide after the events of
9/11. It requires all foreign
visitors to be fingerprinted and
photographed before crossing
borders into the United States.
“This could hurt commerce
and tourism by discouraging
visitors to cross the border into
Texas,” said Garcia.
Discrepancies in visa
restrictions for visitors from
Mexico and Canada have also
caused controversy.
Juan Ozuna, who covers the
Edinburg area for The Monitor,
points out that Mexicans
coming into the United States
must have a laser visa -a
credit-card style license that
contains their information and
security features- and can only
visit within 25 miles of the
border for a limit of 72 hours.
Conversely, Canadians can
enter the United States with
proof of Canadian citizenship,
and can stay for six months
with no restrictions on travel.
“It's a discriminatory
practice,” said Garcia. “Maybe
some remedies can be put in
place. Canadians can come in
for six months. Why can't it be
that way for our neighbors to
the south?”
Today’s meeting will address
these issues and others that are
of concern to the TBIC and
Texas border communities.
The meeting will be open to
the public and the community
is encouraged to attend.

Reynosa business owner Fidel Lopez Salazar is trying
to organize fellow entrepreneurs with hopes of
revitalizing tourism. For two years now, Lopez has seen
the flow of visitors from the Rio Grande Valley decline.
Like many owners of small business in Mercado
Zaragoza, located in downtown Reynosa, Lopez has
made a living for decades out of selling traditional
Mexican merchandise such as wooden toys and pottery.
Reynosa has always been a destination for people
looking for good times. During Prohibition in the 1920s,
dry Americans from South Texas often looked south for
the whiskey they were denied in the States. More
recently, city officials have sought to counter the
reputation it once earned for booze and prostitution, by
stressing more family-style elements like city markets
and activities such as museums and zoos. There are also
several sporting events in the city on a regular basis.
These include professional boxing, the baseball
Bronchos, and weekly bullfights at the Plaza del Toros.
A major city with a population of almost a half
million, Reynosa is over 250 years old - or older than
the United States itself, and has worked hard to
construct an image commensurate with its stature and
history.
Reynosa has traditionally been a popular destination
for South Texas tourists, especially Upper Valley
residents in Hidalgo County. For those farther east, in
Cameron County, Matamoros - across from Brownsville
- is the shopping venue of choice. But in the last couple
of years, however, tourism and sales have decreased.
Lopez attributes the drop to several factors.
“There’s a lot of traffic in both international bridges,”
he explains. “Also tourists get mistreated by local
authorities, there’s no signs on the streets to guide them
and everything is a lot more expensive here than in
lower Texas.”
He claims much of the merchandise offered in
Reynosa can now be found all over the lower Valley at
much cheaper prices. Donna residents Jaime and Diana
Baez disagree, for several years they have visited and
shopped around in Reynosa.
“You can find more authentic things,” Jaime Baez
said. “We like coming here for the environment. Here
you can walk around all day and nobody minds,
compared to the Valley where you have to drive a car.”

Workshop
readies for
contingencies

Still, besides merchandise availability and prices,
Lopez and his fellow businessmen face the task of
working in decaying facilities. With the facilities they
use dating back for more than 40 years, most of the
ceilings inside the buildings are falling apart.
“We have tried to get help from the government,”
Lopez said. “But every organization says it’s another
organization’s responsibility and so on.”
He says he has seen many politicians give press
conferences about tourism, how good it is and how they
will make it better. But he has yet to see much
improvement.
“They just love to talk and get their photo in the
paper, but they never actually do anything to boost the
economy of small business like ours,”
Because of this, Lopez has decided to take matters
into his hands and organize fellow business owners into
repairing the building themselves. It will take time and
money, he explains, but the results will surely improve
their current situation.

By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

EXPERIENCED— Students involved with internships gathered Tuesday in the COAS to of their experiences in the internship program. The event was sponsered by the Office of Career Placement Sevices.
Special to The Pan American

SOUTHERN NEIGHBOR— Reynosa is located in the
state of Tamaulipas, across the border from Texas.

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American

LULAC LECTURE— LULAC Director of Policy and Legislation, Gabriela D. Lemus Ph.D (left) gives a discussion to students and faculty Tuesday at the Social and Behavioral Sciences Building. The event was part of Hispanic Heritage Week
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Many
organizations
SOUTHWEST BORDER
lack profits to
NONPROFIT RESURCE
keep running,
CENTER
some go broke
and have to shut
down.
• Founded in 1997
Communication
• Purpose: Helping to bring
is one of the
assistance and service
keys needed to
from successful nonprofit
make sure they
organizations to help out
survive.
organizations in the RGV
An
organization
• Services offered: Funding
seeking to help
Resource Library,
needy groups
Technical Assistance and
get the funds
Philanthropic
they need, the
Southwest
Organizations’ Network
Border
Nonprofit
• Location: 2412 S.
Resource Center
Closner, Edinburg
(SBNRC), will
hold a workshop
• Website:
Friday called
www.coserve.org/nrc
Crisis
Communication:
Making an
Emergency
Plan. It will take place at the UTPA Annex at 2412
S. Closner from 9 a.m.-noon.
Any and all managers, board members, nonprofit
directors, and public relations directors are
encouraged to attend. The fee for SBNRC members
is $20, and $30 for nonmembers.
Kenan Tas, SBNRC program coordinator, said
“This workshop is to train organizations in being
aware of such things as what types of crisis that can
happen, and what kind of emergency plan an
organization needs to keep it running in case of a
crisis.”
The SBNRC is a grant-seeking group, offering
workshop training in finding grants on the Internet,
special consulting sessions, web page design, and
creating marketing publications.
“We try to be a bridge between foundations who
give donations and the nonprofit organizations in
poor counties of the Rio Grande Valley, such as
Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy and Starr.” said Tas.
“We have a library of funding sources that nonprofits can use to do research. Reading materials are
available for them to improve their operations.”
The SBNRC realizes that the Valley is far away
from major cities, so the group tries to help area
organizations seek and find grants.
“Many people don’t have the means to go to
Corpus Christi or San Antonio to look for donations,
so we provide for them here,” Tas added.
Some types of nonprofit organizations the group
has worked with in the past include several faithbased organizations such as the United Way,
American Red Cross, Boys and Girls Club, libraries,
schools, and museums.
“One time, we helped Mujeres Unidas. We guided
them to make connections with foundations, board
leadership, and helped them expand their services to
market themselves,” Tas said.
For anyone wishing to become a member, the fee
is $100 per year, members get discounts on all
workshops provided. For further information
regarding the SBNRC, call 292-7566.
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Carriles disclosed that Beba has
been painting since she could pick up
a pencil.
Beba, a first-grader, said “I’ve been
here many times, I like this place
because I think it’s fun to paint. I feel
like I’ve been painting for 100 years,
but really only one here.”
Colors in Clay has a variety of
figures customers can paint.
Optometrist’s assistant Mai Lee
Morin said, "I painted a picture frame

for my boyfriend and a plaque for a
club, but I plan to go back and paint
a Pooh Bear for myself soon."
Participating starts out with the
customer choosing what ceramic to
paint. They can either pay and come
back later, or paint it at that moment.
Customers then choose colors and
decide how to decorate the ceramics.
When customers are done painting
they take their ceramic to the front
desk to get a description receipt. The
ceramics are available for pickup a
week from the turn-in date. During
this week the ceramics are being
fired and buffed.
The price of the ceramic includes
the ceramic, any amount of paint and
different colors, as well as the
firing/finishing. Mosaics, including
any amount of pieces of stone
material, are extra.
Cuellar said, "customers do not
have to be experts, employees are
there to help out if they are
interested in a particular look or
style."
And examples of the different
styles are on the walls and in books
for people to read.
University of Texas-Pan American
senior Ivan Barajas said, "It was
relaxing the first time I went to
paint; however, I think it's a great
place to take a date because most girls
think it's cute to talk while being
creative."
Cuellar said, “Colors in Clay is not
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Around
Town

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
(Above) - The Colors in Clay front desk, decorated with a number of hand-painted tiles, is a prime
example of different styles of artwork individuals create.
(Left) - A hand-painted cross is another example of the variety of clay objects people can paint.

a regular trip to the movies, it’s a trip
to creativity with family, friends, and
loved ones.”
The store is open Tuesday through
Thursday from noon to 8 p.m., Friday

from noon to 10 p.m., Saturday noon
to 10 p.m., Sunday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. It
is closed Monday.
Colors in Clay is located at 5113 N.
10th St. in McAllen.

REVIEWS REVIEWS REVIEWS

Radiohead’s ‘Hail to the Thief’
breaks out of traditional mold
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Radiohead foreshadows
the political ideology in
their 2003 album, “Hail to
the Thief,” with the title
alone. Despite the band's
attempts to incorporate
political issues into their
music, the similarity
between this album's title
and the title of a book
about the 2000 U.S.
presidential election is not
intentional.
The band consistently
states in interviews that
they believe people should

break away from the mold
and seek out their own
answers. This album is
proof that they live by
their own philosophy.
Each track displays the
band's ability to employ
variety into their sound,
while maintaining an
experimental electronicrock style. They begin
songs like "Myxomatosis"
with a buzzing techno
beat, while "Sail to the
Moon" is initiated with a
calming piano melody.
Others like "Go to Sleep"
commence with a pleasant
guitar riff.

Still, music lovers
looking for an upbeat
album may not be satisfied
by “Hail to the Thief.”
Songs like "We Suck
Young Blood," which give
an air of attending a
funeral procession, are
likely to be on the
soundtrack of a dark
comedy or drama, as
opposed to a lighthearted
comedy or love story with
a traditional happy ending.
Though the tracks are
not peppy, they entail an
inventive quality that
illuminates the intellectual
nature of this CD. “Hail to
the Thief” is a wise choice
for those searching for
music that is soothing, yet
thought provocative.

Film presentation,
discussion
Sept. 18 at 6 p.m.
Place: 101 SBSC Building
Event: The Department of
History will show the film
‘Missing’ by Costa Gavras.
The film is based on
Thomas Hauser’s 1978
book which documented the
military takeover of the
Chilean government on
Sept. 11, 1973.
Contact: Professor Angela
Vergara at (956) 381-2323
Local bands show
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m.
Place: Athena’s, 1516
Beech Ave., McAllen
Event: Bands performing
include FahttChester,
Demoligion, Malcontent
Party, The December Drive
and Yoink!
Price: $4
Texas Last Comic
Standing
Sept. 20
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Ponchi Herrera
hosts the ‘Texas Last Comic
Standing Competition’
featuring comics Jody
Ferdig, Kim Kerley, Dave
Bradford, Miguel Lorenzon,
Eddie Cruz and Tim Schultz.
Price: Tickets are $18 for
general admission and $23
for reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
South Texas Wine Classic
Sept. 25 from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The “Grand Tasting”
gives the public the chance
to meet with a number of
wine professionals. More
than 300 wineries will
present over 2,000 types of
wine, all available for
sampling.
Price: Tickets are $25 in
advance and $35 at the
door.
Phone: (956) 631-4707

■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9

CREATIVE VISION:

Store offers variety
of creative options
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American

Being creative can come in
different shapes and sizes, but
in McAllen, there is a place to
get creative by painting
ceramics and making mosaics.
Colors in Clay is a store that
has incorporated creativity and
entertainment. Customers range
in age from two to 80 and
beyond, and many families
attend together. The store is
owned by McAllen resident
Jaime Cuellar, who is
originally from Weslaco.

“I find that McAllen was
better able to provide my
family with an involved
environment,” said Cuellar,
who opened Colors in Clay
four years ago to bring
ceramics to the Rio Grande
Valley.
“I wanted to bring in a
creative atmosphere for the
Valley that was new and family
oriented,” Cuellar said. “Colors
in Clay is a place where people
that have never painted can
experience the joy of painting
ceramics or creating mosaics.”
Cuellar started to paint when
he was a
young boy
and did it
occasionally
as a high
school
student, but
didn’t get
really into it
until recently.
He was
trained in
Houston to
do ceramics.
Cuellar was
interested in
becoming
involved with
the
community
but said, “the
best part of
my business

is the moment the customers
receive their finished ceramic,
it is like they just received a
Christmas present. They know
what they painted, but once
fired everything changes.”
Jaime Carriles is a regular

customer who brings his Beba
Carriles, 6, in to paint.
“I enjoy bringing her here,”
he said. “I believe it can help
her develop her artistic ability
which she loves to express.”
See CLAY page 10

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
(Above) - Examples of painted plates hanging inside the
Colors in Clay store.
(Upper Right) - Six-year-old Beba Carilles adds artistic
details to her star box.
(Right) - Colors in Clay is located at 5113 N. 10th St. in
McAllen. For more information, call (956) 618-0033.
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

By VANESSA LUCIO
The Pan American
Everyone has that one special passion in life, a
craving that becomes an itch that scratches at the
soul. It becomes a dream calling with its soothing
voice every morning in our lives, and without it
waking up is simply...just waking up.
This calling is no more apparent than in the art
community. Musicians, writers, painters, singers,
and dancers all fall under some bristle on the vast
canvas of art. Henry David Thoreau once stated,
“Rather than love, than money,
than fame, give me truth.”
Jiminy Cricket once happily
chimed, “When your heart is
in your dream, no request is
too extreme.” Although the
two are on opposite ends of
the rainbow spectrum of life,
both speak about the same
truth: inner happiness.
It takes a great deal of
courage and determination to
follow dreams, not to mention
a flair for accepting rejection
along the way. There are
certain people who grab hold
of these dream moments to
eat, sleep, and breathe it.
People like Dr. Richard
Hyslin, a sculptor and
professor of art at the
University of Texas-Pan
American since 1968. He has
been at the forefront of many projects in the art
community. For the past 35 years Hyslin has tried
to expand the minds of his students. Long before he
attended Oregon State University and received his
MA in ceramics and sculpture from the University
of New Mexico, he was in his second year of
graduate work in biochemistry when he decided to
make the transition from the laboratory into the
classroom.
AN INSPIRATION

Photos by Daniel Aguilar
(Background) - “Chaste Heart” reminds
Hyslin of the heart he puts in his art
everyday.
(Bottom Right) - “Keys to Her Heart,”
made mostly from keys, is an inspiration
to many visitors.
(Inset) - Although Hyslin didn’t keep
track of the number, a closeup of “Keys
to Her Heart” gives an example of just
how many keys went into the artwork.

For many Hyslin is much more than a teacher, he
is a genuine friend. Former student Brian
Wedgworth has been sculpting for more than 10
years. He was one of the eight selected artists to
work on the two-year project of a 50-foot high
statue of the Virgin de Guadalupe in Windsor, Ohio
in 1993.
Wedgworth has had many sculpture gallery
showings. He has ben welding his fresh and unique
sculpture pieces since age 11, when he started
under the careful instruction of his father. In high
school he sought to take welding design classes as
an art outlet. Once in college at UTPA he fell in
love with welding and metal classes. That’s when
he met Hyslin.
Ten years later, Wedgworth is Hyslin’s teaching
assistant and has plenty to say about the man who
is his influential muse
“The most important aspect of sculpture that
Hyslin has taught me is there is always a problem
to the solution and art takes along with anything,
hard work and determination,” stated Wedgworth.
During classroom time, Hyslin tries to motivate
his students, but the art studio is open 24 hours a
day and is also available to use.
“It has been a lot of fun working with Hyslin and
you can tell he loves what he is doing, he is a
inspiration in every sense of the word,” Wedgworth
said.

one of the most influential sculptors of his
generation. Born in Bombay, he has lived and
worked in London since the early ‘70s.
His work has been exhibited worldwide and is
held in numerous private and public collections
including the Tate Gallery, the Museum of Modern
Art in New York, and the Reina Sofia in Madrid.
A LEGEND
“Kapoor’s artwork is very spiritual but not in an
organized religious sense,” said Hyslin. “Just a pure
Hyslin’s work has been selected for many
spiritual force from within, he is very impressive
competitive exhibitions, like the Grace Museum
and an amazing artist.”
53rd Annual Competition at which he received an
According to Hyslin, if he had stayed in
award. His sculpture is included
graduate school he would have been a
in permanent collections at the
second-rate chemist, like a “B” student.
Arkansas Arts Center, The
He admires people in chemistry and in his
McAllen International Museum,
biochemistry graduate school days found
and The University of New
that the students who were really good at
Mexico.
it, were kind of like artists.
Hyslin has also received
“These chemists were very creative,
numerous commissions to do
imaginative, inventive and completely
large-scale sculptures. His largest
comfortable and at home in the medium
project to date is the 50-foot high
of the lab, if I would have stayed I would
Virgin de Guadalupe in Ohio,
not have been happy,” stated Hyslin.
which took the help of an eightHyslin’s love for creating sculpture
person army and two years to
forced him to expand into his own work
build. Other large-scale work
outside the classroom which he describes
includes a 20-foot bronze
HYSLIN
as abstract and enjoyable. His artwork is
fountain at the Del Prado Office
notorious for using uncommon objects or everyday
center in McAllen, designed in collaboration with
items along with occasional figure drawing. In fact,
Frank Manuella.
Hyslin would like to see more recognition for the Hyslin has a hard time deciding what to use. His
list of possibles includes wood, clay, metal, cement
arts not only in South Texas but also all over
and ceramic tile.
because he said it is part of society’s culture and
must be cultivated so that we can learn more about
A TECHNO COLOR JOURNEY
our civilization. For these reasons Hyslin has
participated in Edinburg 2020 Vision Task Force,
In regard to teaching, Hyslin stated, “Some
the Edinburg Cultural Activities Committee, and
the Design of the City Committee. He was awarded students try to accomplish what other people want
for them and not what they really want for
honorary membership into The Texas Society of
themselves. Do what you love to do, you’re the one
Architects, which is comprised of individuals with
that is going to be doing it.”
long-term associations with architects, and those
Hyslin has turned a boyhood hobby into a
who have worked to maintain and improve the
successful career. Along the way he has learned to
building environment along with the human spirit.
be able to deal with different opinions toward his
work. According to Hyslin, criticism is part of the
A TRUE ARTIST
territory.
“One has to go with the flow when showing the
So where does a legend in the art world look to
art to the world; not everyone is going to get it,” he
for influence and inspiration in his own work? One
explained. “When it comes to the actual creating of
of Hyslin’s inspirations comes from worlda piece, the external factors outside the art itself do
renowned artist Anish Kapoor. Originally from
not matter.”
India, Kapoor is highly regarded in England and is
For students thinking about or planning on taking
a course with Hyslin, Wedgworth offers this advice:
“Do not be afraid to try new things, even if you are
not an art major. Take advantage of being in the
presence of a real inspiration”.

Hazael Avild
Freshman
Biology
CD: “Finger Eleven” by Finger Eleven
Book: “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” by
J.K. Rowling

Martha Morado
Freshman
Criminal Justice
Movie: “There’s Something About Mary”
Book: “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee

Keri Gonzalez
Clinical Supervisor
Movie: “National Lampoon’s Family Vacation”
CD: Ottmar Liebert
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

By VANESSA LUCIO
The Pan American
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canvas of art. Henry David Thoreau once stated,
“Rather than love, than money,
than fame, give me truth.”
Jiminy Cricket once happily
chimed, “When your heart is
in your dream, no request is
too extreme.” Although the
two are on opposite ends of
the rainbow spectrum of life,
both speak about the same
truth: inner happiness.
It takes a great deal of
courage and determination to
follow dreams, not to mention
a flair for accepting rejection
along the way. There are
certain people who grab hold
of these dream moments to
eat, sleep, and breathe it.
People like Dr. Richard
Hyslin, a sculptor and
professor of art at the
University of Texas-Pan
American since 1968. He has
been at the forefront of many projects in the art
community. For the past 35 years Hyslin has tried
to expand the minds of his students. Long before he
attended Oregon State University and received his
MA in ceramics and sculpture from the University
of New Mexico, he was in his second year of
graduate work in biochemistry when he decided to
make the transition from the laboratory into the
classroom.
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to many visitors.
(Inset) - Although Hyslin didn’t keep
track of the number, a closeup of “Keys
to Her Heart” gives an example of just
how many keys went into the artwork.

For many Hyslin is much more than a teacher, he
is a genuine friend. Former student Brian
Wedgworth has been sculpting for more than 10
years. He was one of the eight selected artists to
work on the two-year project of a 50-foot high
statue of the Virgin de Guadalupe in Windsor, Ohio
in 1993.
Wedgworth has had many sculpture gallery
showings. He has ben welding his fresh and unique
sculpture pieces since age 11, when he started
under the careful instruction of his father. In high
school he sought to take welding design classes as
an art outlet. Once in college at UTPA he fell in
love with welding and metal classes. That’s when
he met Hyslin.
Ten years later, Wedgworth is Hyslin’s teaching
assistant and has plenty to say about the man who
is his influential muse
“The most important aspect of sculpture that
Hyslin has taught me is there is always a problem
to the solution and art takes along with anything,
hard work and determination,” stated Wedgworth.
During classroom time, Hyslin tries to motivate
his students, but the art studio is open 24 hours a
day and is also available to use.
“It has been a lot of fun working with Hyslin and
you can tell he loves what he is doing, he is a
inspiration in every sense of the word,” Wedgworth
said.
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imaginative, inventive and completely
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comfortable and at home in the medium
project to date is the 50-foot high
of the lab, if I would have stayed I would
Virgin de Guadalupe in Ohio,
not have been happy,” stated Hyslin.
which took the help of an eightHyslin’s love for creating sculpture
person army and two years to
forced him to expand into his own work
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outside the classroom which he describes
includes a 20-foot bronze
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fountain at the Del Prado Office
notorious for using uncommon objects or everyday
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Hyslin would like to see more recognition for the Hyslin has a hard time deciding what to use. His
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arts not only in South Texas but also all over
and ceramic tile.
because he said it is part of society’s culture and
must be cultivated so that we can learn more about
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our civilization. For these reasons Hyslin has
participated in Edinburg 2020 Vision Task Force,
In regard to teaching, Hyslin stated, “Some
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the Design of the City Committee. He was awarded students try to accomplish what other people want
for them and not what they really want for
honorary membership into The Texas Society of
themselves. Do what you love to do, you’re the one
Architects, which is comprised of individuals with
that is going to be doing it.”
long-term associations with architects, and those
Hyslin has turned a boyhood hobby into a
who have worked to maintain and improve the
successful career. Along the way he has learned to
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be able to deal with different opinions toward his
work. According to Hyslin, criticism is part of the
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territory.
“One has to go with the flow when showing the
So where does a legend in the art world look to
art to the world; not everyone is going to get it,” he
for influence and inspiration in his own work? One
explained. “When it comes to the actual creating of
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continued from page 7

Carriles disclosed that Beba has
been painting since she could pick up
a pencil.
Beba, a first-grader, said “I’ve been
here many times, I like this place
because I think it’s fun to paint. I feel
like I’ve been painting for 100 years,
but really only one here.”
Colors in Clay has a variety of
figures customers can paint.
Optometrist’s assistant Mai Lee
Morin said, "I painted a picture frame

for my boyfriend and a plaque for a
club, but I plan to go back and paint
a Pooh Bear for myself soon."
Participating starts out with the
customer choosing what ceramic to
paint. They can either pay and come
back later, or paint it at that moment.
Customers then choose colors and
decide how to decorate the ceramics.
When customers are done painting
they take their ceramic to the front
desk to get a description receipt. The
ceramics are available for pickup a
week from the turn-in date. During
this week the ceramics are being
fired and buffed.
The price of the ceramic includes
the ceramic, any amount of paint and
different colors, as well as the
firing/finishing. Mosaics, including
any amount of pieces of stone
material, are extra.
Cuellar said, "customers do not
have to be experts, employees are
there to help out if they are
interested in a particular look or
style."
And examples of the different
styles are on the walls and in books
for people to read.
University of Texas-Pan American
senior Ivan Barajas said, "It was
relaxing the first time I went to
paint; however, I think it's a great
place to take a date because most girls
think it's cute to talk while being
creative."
Cuellar said, “Colors in Clay is not
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Around
Town

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
(Above) - The Colors in Clay front desk, decorated with a number of hand-painted tiles, is a prime
example of different styles of artwork individuals create.
(Left) - A hand-painted cross is another example of the variety of clay objects people can paint.

a regular trip to the movies, it’s a trip
to creativity with family, friends, and
loved ones.”
The store is open Tuesday through
Thursday from noon to 8 p.m., Friday

from noon to 10 p.m., Saturday noon
to 10 p.m., Sunday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. It
is closed Monday.
Colors in Clay is located at 5113 N.
10th St. in McAllen.

REVIEWS REVIEWS REVIEWS

Radiohead’s ‘Hail to the Thief’
breaks out of traditional mold
By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American
Radiohead foreshadows
the political ideology in
their 2003 album, “Hail to
the Thief,” with the title
alone. Despite the band's
attempts to incorporate
political issues into their
music, the similarity
between this album's title
and the title of a book
about the 2000 U.S.
presidential election is not
intentional.
The band consistently
states in interviews that
they believe people should

break away from the mold
and seek out their own
answers. This album is
proof that they live by
their own philosophy.
Each track displays the
band's ability to employ
variety into their sound,
while maintaining an
experimental electronicrock style. They begin
songs like "Myxomatosis"
with a buzzing techno
beat, while "Sail to the
Moon" is initiated with a
calming piano melody.
Others like "Go to Sleep"
commence with a pleasant
guitar riff.

Still, music lovers
looking for an upbeat
album may not be satisfied
by “Hail to the Thief.”
Songs like "We Suck
Young Blood," which give
an air of attending a
funeral procession, are
likely to be on the
soundtrack of a dark
comedy or drama, as
opposed to a lighthearted
comedy or love story with
a traditional happy ending.
Though the tracks are
not peppy, they entail an
inventive quality that
illuminates the intellectual
nature of this CD. “Hail to
the Thief” is a wise choice
for those searching for
music that is soothing, yet
thought provocative.

Film presentation,
discussion
Sept. 18 at 6 p.m.
Place: 101 SBSC Building
Event: The Department of
History will show the film
‘Missing’ by Costa Gavras.
The film is based on
Thomas Hauser’s 1978
book which documented the
military takeover of the
Chilean government on
Sept. 11, 1973.
Contact: Professor Angela
Vergara at (956) 381-2323
Local bands show
Sept. 19 at 7 p.m.
Place: Athena’s, 1516
Beech Ave., McAllen
Event: Bands performing
include FahttChester,
Demoligion, Malcontent
Party, The December Drive
and Yoink!
Price: $4
Texas Last Comic
Standing
Sept. 20
Place: La Villa Real Special
Events Center, 1201 S.
Bentsen Road, McAllen
Event: Ponchi Herrera
hosts the ‘Texas Last Comic
Standing Competition’
featuring comics Jody
Ferdig, Kim Kerley, Dave
Bradford, Miguel Lorenzon,
Eddie Cruz and Tim Schultz.
Price: Tickets are $18 for
general admission and $23
for reserved.
Phone: (956) 687-7121
South Texas Wine Classic
Sept. 25 from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m.
Place: McAllen Civic Center
Event: The “Grand Tasting”
gives the public the chance
to meet with a number of
wine professionals. More
than 300 wineries will
present over 2,000 types of
wine, all available for
sampling.
Price: Tickets are $25 in
advance and $35 at the
door.
Phone: (956) 631-4707

■ Art exhibit . . . . . . . 8-9
■ Culture Club . . . . . . . 9

CREATIVE VISION:

Store offers variety
of creative options
By ARLETT LOMELI
The Pan American

Being creative can come in
different shapes and sizes, but
in McAllen, there is a place to
get creative by painting
ceramics and making mosaics.
Colors in Clay is a store that
has incorporated creativity and
entertainment. Customers range
in age from two to 80 and
beyond, and many families
attend together. The store is
owned by McAllen resident
Jaime Cuellar, who is
originally from Weslaco.

“I find that McAllen was
better able to provide my
family with an involved
environment,” said Cuellar,
who opened Colors in Clay
four years ago to bring
ceramics to the Rio Grande
Valley.
“I wanted to bring in a
creative atmosphere for the
Valley that was new and family
oriented,” Cuellar said. “Colors
in Clay is a place where people
that have never painted can
experience the joy of painting
ceramics or creating mosaics.”
Cuellar started to paint when
he was a
young boy
and did it
occasionally
as a high
school
student, but
didn’t get
really into it
until recently.
He was
trained in
Houston to
do ceramics.
Cuellar was
interested in
becoming
involved with
the
community
but said, “the
best part of
my business

is the moment the customers
receive their finished ceramic,
it is like they just received a
Christmas present. They know
what they painted, but once
fired everything changes.”
Jaime Carriles is a regular

customer who brings his Beba
Carriles, 6, in to paint.
“I enjoy bringing her here,”
he said. “I believe it can help
her develop her artistic ability
which she loves to express.”
See CLAY page 10

Arlett Lomeli/The Pan American
(Above) - Examples of painted plates hanging inside the
Colors in Clay store.
(Upper Right) - Six-year-old Beba Carilles adds artistic
details to her star box.
(Right) - Colors in Clay is located at 5113 N. 10th St. in
McAllen. For more information, call (956) 618-0033.
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Border issues Reynosa tourism struggling
make agenda
for meetings
By LUIS E. SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

Edinburg Mayor Richard Garcia takes
reins of important group
By MARITZA RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
The City of Edinburg will
host the Texas Border
Infrastructure Coalition
(TBIC) meeting Sept. 17-18 at
the International Trade and
Technology building(IT2) on
the UTPA campus.
Key issues for discussion
will be the regulations enacted
by the Patriot Act of 2001,
funding for the Regional
Academic Health Center, and
the unequal restrictions on
visas given to Mexican and
Canadian visitors.
The meeting will also
present the transition of
responsibility from former
Brownsville Mayor Blanca
Vela to new organization chair,
Edinburg Mayor Richard
Garcia.
“I'm excited that Edinburg
will be involved in the
chairship,” said Garcia, who
was elected mayor in May.
A reception was held
Wednesday to welcome TBIC
to the All-American City of
Edinburg. The official meeting
is scheduled for today,
Thursday Sept.18 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the IT2 building.
TBIC is an organization
promoting the development of
transportation infrastructure
and improving international
commerce between the Texas
border area and Mexico. This
non-profit lobbyist group was
established in 1998 by TexasMexico border communities,
with the mission of bringing
more statewide attention to
border infrastructure
investments for the 14 counties
along the Rio Grande.
County judges, mayors, and
city commissioners who form
part of the organization will
gather in Edinburg to establish
effective plans that could be
presented to the state's 79th
Legislative session in 2005.
TBIC has already taken part in
several Legislature sessions in
attempts to improve workforce
training programs for this
region's large populations of
workers.
Growth along the border
region has also brought about
new challenges and much
needed state and national
resources. High rates of

infectious diseases and high
numbers of residents without
health insurance are issues that
require more attention from
the state legislators, according
to TBIC members. TBIC
strives to find solutions to
these matters and various
others that affect the people of
South Texas.
According to David A. Diaz
of the Edinburg Daily Review,
in the 1990s the average
annual population growth rate
for the border region was 3
percent, compared with the
state's 2 percent rate. The
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission
area is the fourth fastestgrowing metropolitan area in
the country. Hispanics have
accounted for over 60 percent
of the state’s population
increase since 2000.
Another issue of concern are
the regulations of the Patriot
Act. The act was issued
nationwide after the events of
9/11. It requires all foreign
visitors to be fingerprinted and
photographed before crossing
borders into the United States.
“This could hurt commerce
and tourism by discouraging
visitors to cross the border into
Texas,” said Garcia.
Discrepancies in visa
restrictions for visitors from
Mexico and Canada have also
caused controversy.
Juan Ozuna, who covers the
Edinburg area for The Monitor,
points out that Mexicans
coming into the United States
must have a laser visa -a
credit-card style license that
contains their information and
security features- and can only
visit within 25 miles of the
border for a limit of 72 hours.
Conversely, Canadians can
enter the United States with
proof of Canadian citizenship,
and can stay for six months
with no restrictions on travel.
“It's a discriminatory
practice,” said Garcia. “Maybe
some remedies can be put in
place. Canadians can come in
for six months. Why can't it be
that way for our neighbors to
the south?”
Today’s meeting will address
these issues and others that are
of concern to the TBIC and
Texas border communities.
The meeting will be open to
the public and the community
is encouraged to attend.

Reynosa business owner Fidel Lopez Salazar is trying
to organize fellow entrepreneurs with hopes of
revitalizing tourism. For two years now, Lopez has seen
the flow of visitors from the Rio Grande Valley decline.
Like many owners of small business in Mercado
Zaragoza, located in downtown Reynosa, Lopez has
made a living for decades out of selling traditional
Mexican merchandise such as wooden toys and pottery.
Reynosa has always been a destination for people
looking for good times. During Prohibition in the 1920s,
dry Americans from South Texas often looked south for
the whiskey they were denied in the States. More
recently, city officials have sought to counter the
reputation it once earned for booze and prostitution, by
stressing more family-style elements like city markets
and activities such as museums and zoos. There are also
several sporting events in the city on a regular basis.
These include professional boxing, the baseball
Bronchos, and weekly bullfights at the Plaza del Toros.
A major city with a population of almost a half
million, Reynosa is over 250 years old - or older than
the United States itself, and has worked hard to
construct an image commensurate with its stature and
history.
Reynosa has traditionally been a popular destination
for South Texas tourists, especially Upper Valley
residents in Hidalgo County. For those farther east, in
Cameron County, Matamoros - across from Brownsville
- is the shopping venue of choice. But in the last couple
of years, however, tourism and sales have decreased.
Lopez attributes the drop to several factors.
“There’s a lot of traffic in both international bridges,”
he explains. “Also tourists get mistreated by local
authorities, there’s no signs on the streets to guide them
and everything is a lot more expensive here than in
lower Texas.”
He claims much of the merchandise offered in
Reynosa can now be found all over the lower Valley at
much cheaper prices. Donna residents Jaime and Diana
Baez disagree, for several years they have visited and
shopped around in Reynosa.
“You can find more authentic things,” Jaime Baez
said. “We like coming here for the environment. Here
you can walk around all day and nobody minds,
compared to the Valley where you have to drive a car.”

Workshop
readies for
contingencies

Still, besides merchandise availability and prices,
Lopez and his fellow businessmen face the task of
working in decaying facilities. With the facilities they
use dating back for more than 40 years, most of the
ceilings inside the buildings are falling apart.
“We have tried to get help from the government,”
Lopez said. “But every organization says it’s another
organization’s responsibility and so on.”
He says he has seen many politicians give press
conferences about tourism, how good it is and how they
will make it better. But he has yet to see much
improvement.
“They just love to talk and get their photo in the
paper, but they never actually do anything to boost the
economy of small business like ours,”
Because of this, Lopez has decided to take matters
into his hands and organize fellow business owners into
repairing the building themselves. It will take time and
money, he explains, but the results will surely improve
their current situation.

By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

EXPERIENCED— Students involved with internships gathered Tuesday in the COAS to of their experiences in the internship program. The event was sponsered by the Office of Career Placement Sevices.
Special to The Pan American

SOUTHERN NEIGHBOR— Reynosa is located in the
state of Tamaulipas, across the border from Texas.

Elizabeth Padilla/The Pan American

LULAC LECTURE— LULAC Director of Policy and Legislation, Gabriela D. Lemus Ph.D (left) gives a discussion to students and faculty Tuesday at the Social and Behavioral Sciences Building. The event was part of Hispanic Heritage Week
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Many
organizations
SOUTHWEST BORDER
lack profits to
NONPROFIT RESURCE
keep running,
CENTER
some go broke
and have to shut
down.
• Founded in 1997
Communication
• Purpose: Helping to bring
is one of the
assistance and service
keys needed to
from successful nonprofit
make sure they
organizations to help out
survive.
organizations in the RGV
An
organization
• Services offered: Funding
seeking to help
Resource Library,
needy groups
Technical Assistance and
get the funds
Philanthropic
they need, the
Southwest
Organizations’ Network
Border
Nonprofit
• Location: 2412 S.
Resource Center
Closner, Edinburg
(SBNRC), will
hold a workshop
• Website:
Friday called
www.coserve.org/nrc
Crisis
Communication:
Making an
Emergency
Plan. It will take place at the UTPA Annex at 2412
S. Closner from 9 a.m.-noon.
Any and all managers, board members, nonprofit
directors, and public relations directors are
encouraged to attend. The fee for SBNRC members
is $20, and $30 for nonmembers.
Kenan Tas, SBNRC program coordinator, said
“This workshop is to train organizations in being
aware of such things as what types of crisis that can
happen, and what kind of emergency plan an
organization needs to keep it running in case of a
crisis.”
The SBNRC is a grant-seeking group, offering
workshop training in finding grants on the Internet,
special consulting sessions, web page design, and
creating marketing publications.
“We try to be a bridge between foundations who
give donations and the nonprofit organizations in
poor counties of the Rio Grande Valley, such as
Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy and Starr.” said Tas.
“We have a library of funding sources that nonprofits can use to do research. Reading materials are
available for them to improve their operations.”
The SBNRC realizes that the Valley is far away
from major cities, so the group tries to help area
organizations seek and find grants.
“Many people don’t have the means to go to
Corpus Christi or San Antonio to look for donations,
so we provide for them here,” Tas added.
Some types of nonprofit organizations the group
has worked with in the past include several faithbased organizations such as the United Way,
American Red Cross, Boys and Girls Club, libraries,
schools, and museums.
“One time, we helped Mujeres Unidas. We guided
them to make connections with foundations, board
leadership, and helped them expand their services to
market themselves,” Tas said.
For anyone wishing to become a member, the fee
is $100 per year, members get discounts on all
workshops provided. For further information
regarding the SBNRC, call 292-7566.
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By LYLONY C AZARES
The Pan American
A federal grant awarded to two health care
facilities will help expand health services to
low-income and uninsured citizens suffering
from diabetes and/or needing dental care.
Gov. Rick Perry announced Aug. 28, that
the $3.9 million federal grant from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
will be used to help improve services for
federally funded centers. Nuestra Clinica del
Valle of Pharr and Su Clinica Familiar of
Harlingen will be the beneficiaries.
Nuestra Clinica del Valle received $200,000
to begin providing dental services to Hidalgo
County and Su Clinica Familiar received
$40,000 to expand existing diabetic health
services to Cameron and Willacy counties.
There are 4.5 million uninsured individuals
in Texas, and 41 million nationwide. With 24
percent of the uninsured being immigrants and
86 percent Hispanic immigrants, the grant will
help the two clinics provide affordable health
care to Valley residents.
“This is exciting news for the people in
these communities and a tremendous boost to
improving their access to primary preventive
health care,” said Texas Commissioner of
Health Eduardo Sanchez.
On Nov. 1 Nuestra Clinica del Valle’s dental
clinic will be in operation to serve the
residents of Edcouch, Elsa, Monte Alto, and
La Villa.
Nuestra Clinica del Valle received the grant
by applying for oral health funds that were
made available by one of President Bush’s
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health care initiatives. “The initiative focused
on increasing availability of funds for
expanding community health centers
throughout the country,” said Executive
Director Lucy Ramirez.
“Hidalgo County is a border community
and one of the poorest counties in the nation,”
she said. “It has one of the highest rates of
poverty and unemployment. These funds will
allow Nuestra Clinica del Valle to provide
affordable health services to underserved,
uninsured individuals.”
The federal grant will also allow Su Clinica
Familiar to improve health services to their
diabetic patients by implementing a Chronic
Disease Model (CDM) said Frank Vasquez,
director of planning resource management.
Ninety-two percent of the $40,000 federal
grant will be used to hire diabetes personnel
and staff, while eight percent will be used for
equipment and supplies.
With the CDM, diabetic patients will be
monitored more closely and hopefully have
their health improved, said Vasquez.
“It (CDM) will improve the health status
among our diabetic patients, helping them
better manage the disease through case
management,” said Vasquez.
Mari Sandoval, a 2002 graduate from The
University of Texas-Pan American, has
utilized the services at Nuestra Clinca del
Valle. She feels the new dental services will
help many Valley residents.
“I think the grant they (Nuestra Clinica del
Valle) were awarded will help those who need
dental services and help them get it at a price
they can afford,” Sandoval added.

continued from page 4

Two tongues that come together
is not a French kiss
but bilingual love.
Language is very important to a culture and
Mexican Americans have created a language
of their own sometimes referred to as
Spanglish. As natural and inevitable as the
evolution of the language was, the mixing of
Spanish and English by Mexican-Americans
has always been criticized by Americans and
Mexicans.
Despite this, Spanglish can often be found
in Chicano literature.
“Authors use the language, like Anzaldúa,”
noted Dhoore, who studied for her master’s
degree under Chicano writer Denise Chávez.
“The language is very important because it
constructs our literature. We use that language
to identify ourselves.”
To most Mexican Americans, especially
those who live in the Rio Grande, mixing
Spanish and English is a natural part of daily
life. However, some like Rocha do not realize
the uniqueness of their language.
“I’ve always been around Spanglish, and
I’ve always spoken it,” Rocha explained.
“But I never realized it. It wasn’t until I heard
‘Mentiroza’ by Melo Man Ace and Gerardo’s
‘Rico Suave’ in junior high that I realized it. I
really connected to it.”
Reading literature that used Rocha’s
language helped him appreciate it more, it
gave him a sense of pride in who he is.
“It amazed me how Spanglish is used in an
artistic form and not degraded in the
literature,” he expressed. “I’ve always been
told ‘don’t say that, kickiar, pushar, watcha.’
It’s okay though, as long as you understand
what I’m saying. It’s also good to learn the
formal Spanish because you need that too. I
speak both fluently and English too. It’s great,
especially down here.”
The Ongoing Struggle
“El hombre propone y Diós dispone,

according to an old Spanish proverb... Some
lids just don’t fit some jars and the beans
keep spilling in. The whole country is riled
up about immigration, so man proposes and
God disposes: Build a wall; install stadium
lights, use infrared binoculars, television,
civilian vigilante squads, national
identification cards; dig 15-mile-deep ditches;
increase border patrol personnel, budgets; call
the federal troops and space them 25 yards
apart. Yet the people keep coming in biblical
proportions,” said Burciaga in his book,
“Spilling the Beans, “ from 1995.
Current issues facing Mexican-Americans
are also part of the course discussion.
NAFTA, immigration laws, bilingualism,
assimilation, and discrimination are others.
“I want to introduce ideas to the students
and show that there’s a discourse among
scholars on gender, race, and other current
issues,” Dhoore said. “To know and
understand the discussions that are going on
between scholars is what makes the students
part of the discipline and makes them part of
the world.”
Through the literature of his people, Rocha
is learning that the struggle of the MexicanAmericans is not over yet. It has opened his
eyes to what being Chicano is and has
inspired him to pass on his newly acquired
knowledge.
“This class is opening windows in my
perception,” he said. “Now that I’m learning
about it, I want to spread the word. We’re
here and we’re not going away so get used to
it.”
“It has given me a sense of pride in who I
am,” he expressed. “I have a sense of
belonging now, something to back myself up
with. I hate that Mexicans say we’re not
Mexican enough and Americans say we’re
not American enough. I’m not Mexican and
I’m not white. Although after learning all
about Mexican-Americans it’s hard not to
want to be more Chicano, more raza.”

Ranch seminar should
give maintenance tips
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Over 90 percent of Texas land is
privately owned, so small tract
landowners play a crucial role in the
conservation of habitat, especially in the
lower Rio Grande Valley.
Merritt Hunke, programs director for
the VLF, says this half-day conference
will teach landowners about
conservation, estate planning, tax laws
and mapping techniques and services.
There will be several seminars offering
a better understanding on how people
can make their life’s work survive.
“Many of these ranchers and farmers
have been working this land for
generations. Their families have owned
the area and they want to keep up with
the traditions,” Hunke said. “On
Saturday, we will be helping these
people realize how there are educational
sources they can access to make their job
a bit easier for them.”

A deer rustling though bushes in
search of a daily meal, a large colorful
bird gliding through the air in search of a
new resting place, a small beaver
swimming through water; enjoying the
refreshing coolness. Despite sounding
like stars in scenes from the Discovery
Channel, these animals, at one point,
have all resided or still reside in The Rio
Grande Valley and South Texas.
The Valley Land Fund (VLF), and the
Texas Cooperative Extension Hidalgo
County Office are planning to assist the
individuals who are pursuing farming
and ranching in the Rio Grande Valley.
They are doing this by presenting a free
farm and ranch stewardship seminar on
Sept. 20 in McAllen. The event is
designed to teach
landowners how
INDUSTRY
to integrate
ORIGINS
economics,
Farming and ranching
Both Hispanic
conservation, and
traditions and the
isn’t
doing
as
well
as
it
estate planning
skills of early
into their daily
has been in the past.The
colonists of the
work.
1800s have
money
in
cattle
is
The Farm and
proved to be
Ranch
declining, and the rise of
influences on the
Stewardship
ranching heritage
industry
is
canceling
the
event will be held
of the Rio
desire to go into
at the McAllen
Grande Valley
Chamber of
The lower Rio
agriculture.
Commerce
Grande Valley's
Merritt
Hunke,
Saturday. It is not
original Spanish
Programs Director
limited to
settlers generally
Valley
Land
Fund
farmers, ranchers
depended upon
and landowners
livestock
wishing to
ranching.
preserve their
However, beginning in the 1920s,
land for future generations.
farmers began to clear native brush for
Conservationists and anyone interested
intensive irrigated agriculture
in the economic and environmental
The lone U.S. consulting firm that
benefits of preserving and restoring the
specializes in wildlife viewing, Fermata
Rio Grande Valley’s land and wildlife
Inc., says that during the last 80 years,
habitat are invited as well.
an estimated 95 percent of the original
According to its official web site,
native brush in the RGV has been lost to
VLF’s mission is to preserve, enhance
agriculture and urban development.
and expand the native wildlife habitat of
Add to that the drought that the area
the Rio Grande Valley through
has labored under for many years, and
education, land ownership and the
that means that the natural habitat is
creation of economic incentives for
under constant assault.
preservation.
Because control structures on the Rio
The non-profit land trust was founded
Grande have eliminated the annual
in 1986 in an attempt to preserve,
floods that shaped the lower RGV’s
enhance and expand the remaining
unique flood plain forests, what little
Valley wildlife habitat of the Rio Grande
forest remains is gradually evolving into
Valley. The VLF believes that wildlife
a drier, less diverse woodland. The
conservation can best be promoted
continuing increase in population in the
through sound economic incentives for
area will only increase the pressure on
private landowners to protect and
the little native habitat that remains.
enhance the diversity of habitats.
“Farming and ranching isn’t doing as
The Rio Grande Valley has a vast
well as it has been in the past,” Hunke
diversity of habitats, even though
said. “The money in cattle is declining,
residents at times seem to overlook the
and the rise of industry is canceling the
varied natural environment. An estimated desire to go into agriculture.”
$100 million comes into the Valley
Hunke continued to say the reason
economy from birding and eco-tourism
why she came down a year ago to work
annually.
with the VLF was because of her love
Migrating birds guide their way into
for natural environment and her
the Valley every year, making the area
persistent wish to service an area that
appealing for eco-tourists from around
needs attention.
the nation. VLF says that several species
“Working for a non-profit organization
of mammals, insects and reptiles are
can be tough at times,” Hunke said. “But
found nowhere else in the United States
it really is refreshing knowing that I can
besides the RGV, and yet, there is less
help make a difference in an area that
than five percent of original habitat
has such an amount of natural resources
existent here.
that should still be cared for.”
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Science Academy leads alternative way
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Life after high school is almost like
learning how to play the harmonica for the
first time, then later learning how to play the
piano. The first time will be remembered,
but can sometimes be overshadowed by what
lies ahead.
Some people remember high school as a
place where they became social gods and had
the best years of their life. Others felt high
school represented everything they wanted to
move away from, including the order and
boundaries. However, students who attended
Science Academy of South Texas can claim
they are now alumni of one of the top ten
high schools in the nation.
Newsweek magazine ranked The Science
Academy eighth in the nation according to a
ratio called the Challenge Index. The Index
was devised by Jay Mathews, ranking public
schools according to the ratio of Advanced
Placement (AP) or International
Baccalaureate (IB) tests taken by all students
divided by the number of graduating seniors.
According to Newsweek, last June more
than a million students in 14,000 high
schools took 1,750,000 AP exams. This is a
10-percent increase over last year and twice
the number of these college-level tests taken
in 1996.
Edward Argueta, the principal of Science
Academy, credits the achievement to the
students and teachers who are committed to
wanting to learn more than average
expectations.
“I’m very honored by this recognition,”
Argueta said, “The students are the ones who
deserve the credit because no matter how

Argueta continued, saying that the school
hard or how far we push them, they always
does not offer IB exams, only AP classes as
seem to rise to the challenge.”
The Science Academy is a four-year public tests. It is not required that students take the
AP exams; they get recommendations to take
magnet school and is part of the South Texas
the classes. The school promotes the
Independent School District. The current
enrollment is 650 students with 200 per grade challenges AP courses offer and points out
that even if a student does not pass the exam,
level. Argueta says that what makes the
they are still better
school exceptional
prepared for the
is that it is open to
college courses
any individual who
they will be taking.
wants to attend. The
I can honestly say that
In 2002, 186
only prerequisite
with the preparation I
students took at
the school has is
least one AP exam,
that the student
received from Science
and 130 had
must have been
passing scores of at
promoted every
Academy, my time in
least three or
year up until high
higher, with 29
school.
college has been a
students scoring a
“We don’t have a
two, and 52
waiting list, and we
breeze
earning a four.
don’t turn students
Paul Rojas, a
away because of
- Paul Rojas,
graduate
from
their GPA or lack of
UTPA senior
Science Academy,
extracurriculars,”
is now a senior at
Argueta said. “We
UTPA. He says
want to accept any
attending the
and all students that
school fully prepared him for college.
show interest in attending the school.”
“I can honestly say that with the
With other schools that base admittance to
preparation I received from Science
the campuses on mounds of requirements,
Academy, my time in college has been a
Science Academy has managed to become
breeze,” Rojas said. “I don’t mean to sound
one of the top public schools, according to
like college was like high school, I just mean
the Challenge Index, without having the
students prove their worth; but rather coming that all the assignments we had and the work
we did at the Science Academy was very
to the school as they are.
demanding, so I wasn’t shocked when I
“We have a very large variety of students
entered my first year of college.”
that attend Science Academy,” Argueta said.
Rojas said he originally decided to attend
“We do not only have students interested in
Science Academy because he was tired of
engineering and science. We have students
being in his school district. He felt he wanted
who go on to be teachers, architects,
to get away from people that had caused him
journalists, even artists.”
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to have bad experiences in elementary and
junior high. Science Academy seemed like
the perfect place where he could not only
escape, but learn.
“If you go visit Science Academy, at first
glance you know it’s not like a regular
school,” Rojas said. “There’s a huge sense of
individuality among the students that leads to
them wanting to work to the limit they know
they can.”
“I would say we [Science Academy] have
a more relaxed environment compared to
other campuses,” Agueta said. “It would
come as close to a college environment that a
high school could possible offer. We do have
a dress code, but we do not restrict the
students from expressing themselves, and the
students themselves are accepting of each
others’ differences.”
Senior UTPA biology major Marco Vega
says that students who attended Science
Academy had the advantage of being aware
of projects and programs earlier in high
school than other students. He adds that in
college courses, the learning experience and
treatment depends on the individual.
“From their freshman year, the [Science
Academy] students knew about more science
and math opportunities such as the Beta
Program than other high schools did,” Vega
said. “But I think that’s one of the only major
advantages the students as a whole had. At
college, everyone’s treated basically the
same, but maybe attending that school helped
them become better prepared for college.”
“In high school I had homework every
night, so I’m used to a heavy workload,”
Rojas said. “Science Academy didn’t just
give me academic preparation for college, it
also helped me prepare for the social
independence of college life.”
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What was your first
impression of the city of
Reynosa?

Campus
VO I C E

Alicia Castillo
Education
Junior
If you don’t know your way around you
have to be careful. Places can be real nice
or the opposite.

Chuck Reid Ph.D
CRC
Assistant Professor
When I first came to Edinburg I was told
that I shouldn’t go to Reynosa alone
because it is too large. I was told to go to
Progreso first, and not go to Reynosa until
I had someone to go with me.

Griselda Guerra
Bilingual Education
Junior
Clubbing, cheaper medical attention,
better medicine, good doctors...big
on holidays, big celebrations in town.
The homeless are there also enjoying
free food and gifts for kids. You don’t
see that here.

Dr. Gary Mounce
Professor of Latin American
Politics
It’s fun, its Mexico. It’s one of the
best reasons for living here. I love
the food and the art. Students might
just see Frida’s (club) and not see
the city. They have a brand new
theater that is relatively unknown
and underrated.

Xavi Gomez
Graphic Design
Sophomore
Having a good time at the clubs and
visiting family that live there is what I do.
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Chicano lit class
gives unique slant
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Although the term “Chicano” has one
meaning for some and another for others, a
class at the University of Texas-Pan American
is using the term this semester to express
pride in recent history, cultural confidence,
and identity-building autonomy. The
politically charged label for some MexicanAmericans recurs consistently in Dr. DoraRamirez-Dhoore’s lit class. For a reason.
“At Pan American University, I and all
Chicano students were required to take two
speech classes. Their purpose: to get rid of
our accents. Attacks on one’s form of
expression with the intent to censor are a
violation of the First Amendment. El Anglo
con cara de inocente nos arrancó la lengua.
Wild tongues can't be tamed, they can only be
cut out.” said Gloria Anzaldúa in her book
Borderlands/ La Frontera, 1987.
Anzaldúa, a Rio Grande Valley native, is
among the authors whom students are
studying in Dhoore’s English 4316 MexicanAmerican Literature course. The class focuses
on exposing students to Chicano Literature, a
genre generally believed to date back to the
1960s. However, recently there have been
works recovered from the early 1900s.
“This course introduces students to
Twentieth century Chicano, Chicana
literature,” said Dhoore, a new professor at
UTPA. “By examining the sociopolitical and
historical events that surround these authors
and their texts, students will begin to
understand what informs their own
perspectives, ideologies, and in retrospect,
their own writing.
“This course spans the Twentieth century,
including recently recovered authors from the
1980s, authors influenced by the Civil Rights
era, and more contemporary writers,” she
added. “By doing this, students will get an
overview of the political, geographical,
economic, social historical, cultural, and
personal histories of these individuals. By
exploring these areas of the culture, we will
look at how these authors expressed their
ideas, views, and hopes in their writings.”
The Disregarded History
“In any colonial situation, state violence or
the threat of it is at the basis of control. In
Nineteenth-century Texas, the system
condoned more extreme forms of terror
toward Mexicans. They considered Mexicans
foreigners and not entitled to equal protection
under the law. In South Texas, while the
Mexican population outnumbered the North
Americans, Euroamericans controlled politics
and the land,” explained Rodolfo Acuña in
his book “Occupied America: A History of
Chicanos,” in 2000.
The history of Chicanos is reflected
through the literature studied in the course.
Even fictional works offer a look into what
life was like for Chicanos in the past.
“Our history is such a big part of our
literature,” said Dhoore, who is from Nyssa,
Oregon, but has roots in the Valley. “It (the
literature) talks about the Chicano
community. Most of the works we are reading
are fictional, but they show more of the
human condition. It also helps you understand
how Chicanos are a part of America’s
history.”
Because the history of the MexicanAmerican people is not part of public
schools’ curriculum, often times Chicano
literature is how many first discover such
history. This was the case for Dhoore, who is

Sports

September 18, 2003

Page 13

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Halladay wins 21st

mostly self-taught in Chicano literature.
“I learned my history through the Chicano
literature,” she explained. “It is in these books
where I first read it and then I went to the
history books to learn more of it.”
Discovering Chicano literature often
coincides with discovering their history.
Senior English major Ted Rocha recently
discovered both and and decided to take the
Mexican-American literature course to learn
more.
“I want to learn more of the truth,” he
expressed. “It’s funny how I’m learning our
history through fictional literature, but I’m
learning more (Chicano) history than I ever
did in any of my history classes.”
Race, Class, and Gender Issues
“Juan Rubio slapped the table with his
heavy hand so the dishes rattled. ‘Enough!’
he said. ‘I have had my fill of your
whimpering and your back talk! You are
thinking yourself a American woman-well,
you are not one and you should know your
place. You have shelter, and you have food
and clothing for the children. Be content!
What I do outside the house is not your
concern,’” said a character in José Antonio
Villarreal’s “Pocho.”
Race, class, and gender issues are usually
found in literature. However, the MexicanAmerican perspective is sometimes not
addressed. “There are many different issues
that we discuss in class,” Dhoore said. “I like
to talk about class, gender, and race and how
they are so connected and intertwined. They
are ongoing issues.”
One gender issue that is associated with the
Mexican and Mexican-American culture is
machismo. A class discussion on machismo
was held based on Anzaldúa’s mention of
how macho used to be defined a man who
would work, care, and provide for their
families, but now the word has transformed
into meaning hierarchical male dominance.
Rocha feels that although machismo does
exist, it is not strictly a Mexican value.
“Machismo is a problem in our culture,” he
said. “But I’ve always thought of machismo
as a universal thing. Look at the way the
women are treated in the Middle East. Even
here in the U.S. it was worse before the
Feminist Movement. I guess the way they
perceive it, they make it seem as though
Mexicans are the worst.”
Rocha also learned, historically, MexicanAmerican women have always been strong
and played an important role in the family.
“Women were strong,” he expressed. “You
can see that in the literature even if the author
isn’t a women, they were the center of the
family. They held everyone together.”
“The Power of Language”
Bilingual Love Poem
by José Antonio Burciaga
Your sonrisa is a sunrise
that was reaped from your smile
sowed from a semilla
into the sol of your soul
with an ardent pasión,
passion ardente,
sizzling in a mar de amar
where more is amor,
in a sea of sí
filled with the sal of salt
into the saliva of the saliva
that gives sed but is never sad.
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Roy Halladay won his 21st game of the season by
shutting out the Detroit Tigers 6-0 Wednesday
night. Halladay is 9-1 in his career against the
Tigers. The loss pushed Detroit (38-113) closer to
the record books.
The Tigers have lost five straight games and need
to win five of their last 11 games to avoid equaling
the 1962 New York Mets’ 120-loss season. Detroit
became the first team since the 1916 Philadelphia
Athletics to lose 113 games in a season.
Philadelphia set the American League record for
losses in a single season that year with 117 losses.

Shock wins Game 3
The Detroit Shock defeated the defending
champion Los Angeles Sparks 83-78 Tuesday in
Game 3 of the WNBA championship finals to
complete a worst-to-first turnaround season.
Detroit won 25 games this season after losing
a league worst 23 games last year. Ruth Riley
scored a career-high 27 points.

Miami to host Super Bowl
NFL owners awarded the 2007 Super Bowl to
Miami on Wednesday. Miami has hosted the Super

UPCOMING UTPA SCHEDULE
Fri., Sept. 19 Men’s Tennis at Lamar Tournament
Fri., Sept. 19 Volleyball at Prairie View A&M
Tournament
Sat., Sept. 20 Women’s Golf at Texas State
Invitational
Sat., Sept. 20 Volleyball at Prairie View A&M
Tournament
Mon., Sept. 22 Men’s Golf at Carolina First
Collegiate
Tues., Sept. 23 Volleyball at Incarnate Word, 7
p.m.

NFL WEEK THREE SCHEDULE
Home
Date
Away
Jacksonville
Indianapolis
Sept. 21
Minnesota
Detroit
Sept. 21
N.Y. Jets
New England Sept. 21
Tampa Bay
Atlanta
Sept. 21
Kansas City
Houston
Sept. 21
New Orleans Tennessee
Sept. 21
Pittsburgh
Cincinnati
Sept. 21
N.Y. Giants
Washington
Sept. 21
Green Bay
Arizona
Sept. 21
St. Louis
Seattle
Sept. 21
Baltimore
San Diego
Sept. 21
Cleveland
San Francisco Sept. 21
Buffalo
Miami
Sept. 21
Oakland
Denver
Sept. 22
Open date:
Carolina, Chicago, Dallas, Philadelphia

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:05 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Bowl eight times (1968, ‘69, ‘71, ‘76, ‘79, ‘89, ‘95
and ‘99).
Houston will host this season’s Super Bowl at
Reliant Stadium on Feb. 1. In 2005, Jacksonville
will do the honors while Detroit will get the privilege in 2006.
The site of the 2008 Super Bowl will be decided
at the owners’ meeting on Oct. 29-30 in Chicago.
Arizona, New York-New Jersey,Tampa Bay and
Washington are the contenders for the 2008 game.
In addition, the league also agreed to extend the
existence of NFL Europe for two more seasons.

Lithuania takes title
Lithuania defeated Spain 93-84 on Sunday to
win its third title at the European Basketball
Championships.
Meanwhile, Italy beat France 69-67 for the
bronze medal and clinched an Olympic basketball berth for the Athens Games. Lithuania and
Spain clinched Olympic berths by winning the
semifinals on Saturday.
Host Greece and world champion SerbiaMontenegro earned automatic spots.

Dover activities canceled
NASCAR has canceled the activities planned

MLB WILDCARD STANDINGS
American
Boston
Seattle
Chicago
Kansas City
Toronto

Won Lost
88 - 63
87 - 65
80 - 71
78 - 73
78 - 73

GB
--1.5
8.0
10.0
10.0

LEFT
11
10
11
11
11

DIV
East
West
Cen.
Cen.
East

National
Florida
Philadelphia
Chi Cubs
Los Angeles
Arizona
St. Louis
Montreal

Won Lost
84 - 67
83 - 69
82 - 70
80 - 70
79 - 73
78 - 75
77 - 76

GB
--1.5
2.5
3.5
5.5
7.0
8.0

LEFT
11
10
10
12
10
9
9

DIV
East
East
Cen.
West
West
Cen.
East

2003 WOMEN’S SOCCER
WORLD CUP
Group A
United States
Sweden
Nigeria
Korea DPR
Group C
Germany
Canada
Japan
Argentina
Sept. 21
Sept. 25
Sept. 28

Group B
Norway
France
Brazil
Korea Republic
Group D
China
Ghana
Australia
Russia
U.S.A. vs. Sweden 11:30 a.m.
U.S.A. vs. Nigeria 6:30 p.m.
Korea vs. U.S.A. 2:45 p.m.

at Dover International Speedway scheduled for
Thursday and Friday due to the expected landing of Hurricane Isabel.
Qualifying for both the Winston Cup and
Busch series, including the Busch North Series
race, were also canceled. None of these races
will be rescheduled.
Matt Kenseth and Dale Earnhardt Jr. will lead
the field in Sunday’s MBNA America 400 Cup.
Kevin Harvick and David Green will be in the
front row for Saturday’s Stacker 200 Busch
Series race. Kenseth leads the point standings
with 4,015 points.
Earnhardt Jr. is a distant second with 3.611.
Including Sunday’s MBNA America 400 cup,
there are nine races left on the 2003 schedule.

Juarez KOs Murillo
Rocky Juárez of Houston, 127 pounds,
knocked out David Murillo of México, 127, in
the first round of their featherweight bout
Saturday at Temecula, Calif.
In Berlin, José Rivera of Philadelphia defeated
Michael Trabant of Germany in 12 rounds to
win the WBA welterweight title and Felix Sturm
of Germany beat Javier Velazco on points to
take the WBO middleweight title.

MEXICAN SOCCER LEAGUE
Team
Irapuato
U.A.G.
Tigres
Santos
Atlante
Necaxa
U.N.A.M.
Puebla
Toluca
Pachuca
Monterrey
Cruz Azul
Veracruz
América
Morelia
Guadalajara
Chiapas
Club San Luis
Atlas
Querétaro

W-D-L
4-2-1
4-2-1
4-1-1
3-3-1
3-3-1
2-5-0
3-2-2
3-2-2
3-1-2
2-4-1
2-3-2
2-3-2
2-3-2
2-2-3
2-2-3
2-1-4
2-1-4
1-3-3
0-2-5
0-1-6

GF:GA
12:7
12:9
14:6
14:7
16:11
10:7
12:11
12:12
10:8
7:6
12:12
10:10
10:13
12:11
11:14
8:11
8:13
9:10
6:15
5:17

PTS
14
14
13
12
12
11
11
11
10
10
9
9
9
8
8
7
7
6
2
1

Week 7 results: Veracruz 0, Atlante 3; Cruz Azul1,
Chiapas 3; Monterrey 3, San Luis 2; Guadalajara 2,
Tigres 3; Necaxa 1, Querétaro 0; América 3, Atlas 0;
U.N.A.M. 1, Pachuca 2; Irapuato 2, Toluca 1; Puebla
4, Morelia 2; U.A.G. 3, Santos 3.
Week 8 Schedule Sept. 20-21: Chiapas vs. Veracruz;
Santos vs. Monterrey; Tigres vs. Necaxa; Morelia vs.
U.N.A.M.; San Luis vs. América; Atlas vs. Irapuato;
Toluca vs. Guadalajara; Pachuca vs. Cruz Azul;
Atlante vs. U.A.G.; Querétaro vs. Puebla.
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Lady Broncs look for third straight win
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
The Lady Bronc golf program will look to extend its
winning streak to two consecutive tournaments when it
travels to New Braunfels to
compete in the Texas State
Invitational this weekend.
In their last outing the
Lady Broncs took first at the
National Minority
Championship, and had three
individuals finish in the top
five with Stefanie Maynard,
Crystal Frazier and Nikki
Boychuk finishing first, third,
and fourth, respectively.

Head Coach Barb O’dale
hopes that the confidence
from last season’s final
appearance win has carried
through the postseason, and
she looks to see a promising
performance from her squad
in the fall season opener.
“Most of the team is
back,” O’dale said. “They’re
1-0 as of now, and I think
they’re going into this tournament expecting to win.”
If the Lady Broncs are to
walk away victorious from
their season opener they will
have to overcome some stiff
competition, including host
Texas-State San Marcos

G

Stefanie Maynard

University, who will have
home-field advantage.
But according to Odale,
Texas-State is not the biggest
threat of the tournament.
“A&M-Corpus Christi
has been strong in the past
couple of years,” Odale said.
“They’ll be coming in to the
tournament ranked in the top
75, and they will definitely be
the team to beat.”
Odale also said that her
team will be looking to top
Lamar, which bested the
Lady Broncs last spring in
the Bronc Intercollegiate
Classic by 13 strokes, despite
a first place individual per-

O

L

Nikki Boychuk

F

son the team will take six
players to the Texas-State
Invitational, although only
five players’ scores will count
overall for the team.
The sixth player’s performance will still count
toward an individual finish,
but Odale has more important
reasons for bringing the extra
golfer than just allowing a
player to beef up on stats.
“I need to have six people
with tournament experience
going into Notre Dame,”
Odale said. “I need to know
how they’ll perform in a tournament.”
But for all the importance

formance by Maynard.
Texas-State University, then
Southwest Texas State, was
the other team to finish in
front of the Lady Broncs at
their own tournament last
year.
Although O’dale is looking for a win from her squad
this weekend, she will also be
evaluating her team’s performance and gearing up for
the team’s appearance in the
Notre Dame Invitational later
this month. In that particular
tournament the Lady Broncs
will be allowed to travel with
six players, and count the
four best scores. For that rea-

L
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Itziar Unanue

Christine Treanor

Odale placed on the upcoming Notre Dame invitational,
she understands that it is not
the toughest tournament the
Lady Broncs will attend this
Fall season.
“The toughest tournament
will be at Oral Roberts,”
Odale said. “It’s a better
course, and they’re much
more competitive.”
Senior Itziar Unanue is
confident that her last season
as a Lady Bronc will be a
strong one.
“We have a really good
team right now,” Unanue
said. “I think we’ll do really
good this season.”

Daniela Cortez

JOBS THAT DON’T REQUIRE
HAIR-NETS OR GLOVES.
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Web CT offers ease for students, faculty
By AIME SERNA
The Pan American
The way of the future has been here for
the past five years.
Turning to cyberspace for an education is
growing more commonplace nationwide.
The Center for Distance Learning at the
University of Texas-Pan American has
provided faculty and students with
assistance in technology, and has put out an
internet tool called WebCT. WebCT is an
online delivery mechanism for faculty and
students. Students and professors don’t need
anything more than a browser and a web
connection to utilize it.
WebCT stands for Web Course Tools. It
was originally developed by a professor at
the University of British Columbia in
Vancouver, Canada in 1995.
“This semester over 7,000 students at
UTPA are taking at least one course that
uses WebCT to either augment their
classroom experience or to take a course
totally online,” said Douglas Young,
director for the Center of Distance
Learning.
Young added that any course whose
number ends with 90L or 91L means that it
is completely online.
Many professors started using WebCT to
put their syllabus online. Now many are
employing it to teach an entire course.
“Being able to augment a class through
the Internet adds another level of value to
the course,” said Dr. Jane LeMaster,
associate professor of management for the
College of Business Administration.
“Whether the material is simply the
syllabus for the course, PowerPoint
presentations slides, other course materials,
or if the class is conducted through WebCT,
the flexibility the Internet brings to
education is terrific,” she added.
Professors appreciate WebCT because
they are able to make information available
to students at any time, day or night, and
students appreciate WebCT because they

can access course information without
having to attend class.
“Students feel empowered because they
can log-in in at their convenience,” said
Jeffrey B. Getchell, assistant director for the
Center of Distance Learning.
LeMaster said the primary advantage of
WebCT is flexibility for both the student
and the professor. UTPA classes have
reduced seat time, those students who work,
commute or have family members to care
for are no longer forced to drop the course
because of these inconveniences.
“I have had many students say to me if it
were not for the online availability of the
class they would not be able to take the
class at all,” LeMaster said.
Dr. Wendell Davis teaches Music
Appreciation, and said the class is very
media heavy. There are many listening
examples delivered through CDs that are
combined with the text. They are
downloaded from WebCT, meaning that the
students do not have to deal with the usual
long downloading process.
“It is only recently that a class like mine
could be delivered online because of its
content,” said Davis. “WebCT is a versatile,
stable learning environment. My students
find that it is easy to navigate and have
accepted it very well.”
Director Douglas Young said that online
education can actually improve class
participation. In the traditional classroom,
the number of students is sometimes very
high so there might not always be enough
time to answer every question. Through
WebCT, students can discuss assignments
with the professor and other students at any
time.
Although the use of WebCT has increased
and has been accepted by more and more
students and professors, there are still
disadvantages to online education.
One of these is that some students feel
intimidated by the technology. Students who
don’t feel comfortable with the computer
might find it difficult to use, and feel
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ONLINE HELPER— This sample page from Web CT shows that students can now access upto-date information from their classes at a click of the mouse.

discouraged. They may also feel that the
online course is not as thorough, or view it
as an effortless course. Also, online courses
require a lot of discipline from the student
because they are allowed to work at their
own pace, sometimes they can easily fall
behind. Also many students do not have
easy access to the Internet from home. For
the instructor, teaching an online course
requires more organization, and many
professors themselves are not
technologically inclined.
LeMaster said sudden changes are easy to
make in a traditional classroom
environment, but in the online environment,
she must organize the semester schedule
very carefully.
There has been some question as to which
classes should be taught online. Some don’t
seem a good fit for the technology.
“I think the issue is not one of whether a
class is appropriate or inappropriate for the
online environment as much as whether the

online environment is appropriate for all
instructors or for all students,” said
LeMaster. “I think the success of an online
class depends on the attitude and acceptance
of the instructor presenting the class and the
students taking the class.”
The CDL has two intermittent workshops
on WebCT. “Introduction to WebCT”
teaches faculty on how to use the software.
“Teaching Online in Higher Education”
shows them how to teach online. The
Center does not have workshops for
students, but they do hold orientations for
classes if the professor asks them to do one.
The Center is also there to assist students
one on one if they experience any
individual problems while using WebCT.
Getchell said that their goal is to provide
a comfort level for students. He said once
students can get past feeling intimidated by
the technology, learning can then begin.
“Our goal is to make it just as transparent
as a classroom,” he said.

Scary stories highlight Mexican–American folklore
By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
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Have you heard stories about La Llorona (The Weeping
Lady) or the Devil at the disco? These stories and other
folk tales have been around for centuries, and the UTPA
library houses actual oral stories from people Valleywide.
They are preserved in the Rio Grande Folklore Archive
located in the Special Collections department.
Dr. Mark Glazer, professor of anthropology, is head of
this unique archive. He has contributed most of his career
to research of Mexican-American and Mexican folklore,
which consists of oral narrative, folk religion, magic, and
folk beliefs. Glazer is also involved in computer
applications of folklore, and the archiving of
contemporary legends.
Glazer said the archive was set up in June 1977 and his
awareness of the Valley’s heavily taled culture was what
led him to research in this area.
I came to the Valley fully aware that the folklore of the
area was very rich. Putting archives together is something
folklorists normally do,” Glazer said. “However, as soon
as I got here I realized that there was no collection of the
folklore of the area, and that made collecting for future
generations urgent.”
According to the Rio Grande Folklore Archive web
site, it is the major depository for the folklore of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley and Northern Tamaulipas,
Mexico. The archive holds over 99,000 items, including
items which represent the major genres of folklore.
The archive itself is a [big] collection. My research and
publication areas are traditional legends, contemporary
legends, proverbs, folk religion, love magic and folk

medicine,” Glazer said.
Some of Glazer’s accredited works include co-editing
“High Points In Anthropology” (1988) and “Studies in
Turkish Folklore” (1976). He is the author of “A
Dictionary of Mexican American Proverbs” and “Flour
from Another Sack” (2nd ed. 1994), which includes
Mexican American beliefs, legends, fables, recipes and
antidotes.
The archive goes hand in hand with the UTPA
anthropology courses Glazer teaches: Cultural
Anthropology, Folklore, Mexican American Folklore,
U.S. and Other World Cultures, and Mythology and
Psychology.
“Dr. Glazer has his students getting special collections
for the archive,” said Tami Valdez, an interdisciplinary
studies graduate student.
Valdez said material in the collection was collected by
interviews of Valley people concerning their ghost and
devil stories, folk medicine, and religious beliefs. She also
added that the archive was a good place to get info for
research papers.
“Since I was an anthropology major before I received
my bachelors degree, I spent a lot of time in the archive,
researching the various topics for my term papers,” Valdez
said. “My two favorite topics were the stories on the Devil
at the Disco and La Llorona.”
As the university grows, Glazer expects the archive to
do the same.
“The archive expands by a few thousand items every
year. I expect it to do so [in the future],” Glazer said.
Anyone who has an interest on these topics can access
the archive online from
www.panam.edu/dept/folklore/index.html.

Dr. Philip Sidney Field

OLD HAUNT— The legend of La Llorona is familiar to most area residents.
It is one of many ghost or devil stories common to local folklore.
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OPINION

Evaluating Evaluations
To the editor:
The September 11 article on faculty
evaluations of administrators contains the
suggestion that the evaluations are low because
it is primarily faculty with grudges who
respond.
This can't be true, because the evaluations of
some administrators are quite high. In fact, in
the previous round of evaluations, one dean had
89% of the faculty ““strongly agree”” with
““overall, I am satisfied with my dean's
performance””, while another 11% responded
with ““agree””. That is a 100% positive
assessment by the 28 faculty who felt strongly
enough to respond one way or the other, which
I estimate to have been somewhere around half

letters

■

of the faculty in that college at that time.
Nobody at all with a grudge responded.
A better interpretation would be that the
faculty who respond to the Senate survey are
those who care, either in a positive or negative
way.
In this case, 28 people were sufficiently
appreciative of the dean that they would go out
of their way to say so, while no one was
sufficiently irritated to bother reporting it. For
that matter, 114 faculty in this year's survey
went to the trouble to report overall satisfaction
with President Nevarez, as opposed to only 84
bothering to report overall dissatisfaction. Four
deans had more faculty reporting satisfaction
than dissatisfaction, and one of them received
93% positive responses on the overall

NEWS
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■

cartoons

satisfaction item, having only one faculty
member caring enough to report dissatisfaction.
To interpret the evaluations meaningfully, one
must compare administrators in a particular
situation with other administrators in similar
situations. When that is done, positive
responses, negative responses, and absence of
responses are all equally valuable data.
While it is natural to make excuses for poor
performance, it is irresponsible to deny real
problems when they obviously require
addressing. In that regard, the Senate surveys of
administrative performance offer indications that
won't be seen from purely administrative
perspectives.
James Aldridge
Psychology and Anthropology
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Church faithful hanging tough
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
After almost two years of headlining scandals
and criticism, The Boston Archdiocese agreed
Tuesday to pay $85 million to settle more than
500 lawsuits from people who claim Roman
Catholic priests abused them.
With the settlement the Church is hoping for
closure. However, though the center of the
scandal took place in Boston, the Catholic
Church and its parishioners around the world
were affected. University of Texas-Pan
American Catholic students were no exception.
Young Adult Catholic Ministry Campus
Chaplain Fr. Hillary Brzezinski explained that
the ordeal affected the Catholic Church as a
whole.
It was devastating to the Church,” he said.
“Many people trust in the Church, and with the
sexual abuse charges some began to question
the credibility of the church.”
Alfonso Liguez, campus minister for the
Adult Catholic Ministry, explained the effect of
the sexual abuse cases did not affect UTPA
Catholic students directly, but still had impact
on their spiritual identity.
It was too distant for them for it to have an
enormous effect because it didn’t hit close to
home,” Liguez said. “For students here it was
more like, okay the abuse happened within the
church, what does that say about me? Their
identity as Catholics was challenged.”
For Catholic students who faced
confrontations from critics of the Church the
ordeal was a learning experience. Liguez
recommended students become more informed
on the issue.
“Out in the classrooms and in the world,
students were being challenged,” he explained.
“This put them in an uncomfortable position. I
told them that they had to look at the ordeal
from a bigger picture and understand it. There
are only a small percentage of priests who
committed the acts. It is not a trait of priests.
Pedophilia is a real illness and celibacy is not
the cause of it either. There are married people
who are pedophiliac as well.”
Senior biology major Lauren Esquivel
realized that she needed to become more
educated on the topic.
“It made me want to learn more myself,” she
proclaimed. “I can’t just rely on my priest. I
need to know things myself. I’ve always been
religious and in fact consider myself to be very
religious. I don’t want to lose that because of
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things a few priests did.”
Brzezinski, advised students who were
having trouble with the ordeal or were
questioning their faith to consult an expert.
“I encourage students who are troubled to
find the wisest Catholic they know and talk to
them about it,” he said.
Because she is a mother, the issue affected
Esquivel in a way that other students did not
experience. She has become suspicious of
others.
“I felt it was something personal because I
have a daughter,” Esquivel, a lifelong Catholic
said. “Now I’m more aware of how not only
priests, but everyone touches my daughter. I do
have faith and believe in priests, but I’m weary.”
Although Esquivel did not lose her faith in
the Catholic teachings, she did lose some
admiration for priests.
“Priests are the people we aspire to be like,”
Esquivel expressed. “I used to think if there are
good people in the world, priests would be it.
When I would sit in mass listening to the
Scripture I used to hold what the priest said
highly. Now I see him as just a man. It took the
glory away from it.”
The media coverage of the sexual abuse
accusations also affected students. Brzezinski
felt that the media sensationalized the matter,
but expects that will not have much of an effect
in the future.
“The topic was a very sensationalized news

topic,” he expressed. “The coverage was very
uneven, but some good reporting was done. It
just depends on who was reporting it. It was just
to keep people’s attention, but nothing ever
keeps people’s attention indefinitely.”
Liguez did not feel the topic was
sensationalized by the media.
“Some say it was overkill,” he said. “I don’t
necessarily agree with that. They were highprofile cases and it is only natural to gravitate
and report extensively on those cases. It’s part of
human reality we want to know about,
especially because priests are sworn to celibacy
and are religious figures.”
Although Liguez did not take the media
coverage personal, he said some students did.
“Every time they would see the headlines,
they felt like it was an attack on them as
Catholics,” he explained. “They thought, ‘I wish
it would stop.’ They felt this way because they
were not informed on the issues at hand. Once
things were clarified they could deal with the
real issues at hand.”
The Catholic Church sexual abuse cases
affected Catholic students, and many questions
were raised. However, the scandals did not
discourage their faith.
“I know I believe in Jesus, in the Virgin
Mary, and in my faith,” Esquivel proclaimed. “I
might not agree with how priests are acting, so
I’ll change priests. My faith hasn’t let me down,
the people in administration have.”
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Seasons merge into one for Texas sportsmen
Wing shooters look for birds, successful football scores
SPECIAL TO THE PAN AMERICAN

The approach of fall
marks the renewal of many
Texas traditions, and two of
the most popular and storied are football and hunting.
The gridiron battles have
been engaged since late
August. The Dallas
Cowboys pulled off a major
upset against the New York
Giants Monday, and the
long-awaited OU-Texas Red
River Shootout game is less
than a month away.
Locally, Donna High
School is off to a 3-0 start
and started the season with
a high-profile victory over
Lubbock Monterey up in
San Antonio's Alamodome.
Intertwined with the tradition of Lone Star football is
the act of taking to the outdoors, usually for hunting.
Thousands of Texans go
from stadium to the blind or
field as Friday gives way to
the weekend.
SEASONS
The wing-shooting season
got started Sept. 6 with a
special dove hunt period of
four days spread over two
weeks. The first half of the
regular dove season starts
for Valley hunters (the area
is part of the 30-county
South Zone) Sept. 20 and
runs through Nov. 5. Then
the second half runs from
Dec. 20-Jan. 11.
Though the legal hunting
periods for many birds and
animals are assigned by
geographical region, there
is one quail season which
extends statewide, from
Oct. 25-Feb. 29. Particular
to the Valley is the running
bird known as the chacalaca, and locals will be on the
hunt for this bird Nov. 1 Feb. 29.
Just as in the game of
football, the action takes
place in the air and on the
ground. Both the quail and
the chacalaca are predominantly ground birds that run
when spooked and take to
the sky only sparingly.
This is why dogs, usually
pointers and/or retrievers,
are often employed to roust
the birds from their hiding
and feeding places, often in
thick grain fields.
The dove, meanwhile, is
a fast flier with incredible
midair agility, and would
probably be at home in the
West Coast Offense. The
dove's relatively small size
makes it tough for hunters
to bag their daily limit of

12.
"The hardest part is hitting them," agrees Scott
Allex, 37, a Harlingen
native who participated in
the special dove season.
"Not only are they a relatively small bird, but they
are swift and agile. They
dart, weave, change directions frequently, particularly
when they spot you and
realize they are being shot
at."
So sometimes getting the
12-bird limit is hard to do.
The quail daily limit is 15,
though in both cases possession limits are usually
two to three times higher
than daily
limits. This
accounts
for the
fact
that
hunters
could conceivably be on
overnight or
three-day trips
and have nowhere
else to keep birds
felled on previous
days.
Later in the year,
deer season will
ring in, and the
opening week,
beginning Nov. 1 for
white-tailed deer, is
always a huge kickoff
event for those who have
had their fill of wing
shooting.
Other birds such as
duck and geese have a
longer reprieve, as their
seasons do not begin until
at least November. Since
the Valley and Northern
Mexico are both in the
International Flyway, the
area is known for its proliferation of dove, especially
the whitewing, and is also
at the southern coastal end
of an area noted for its duck
and geese populations.
The Texas Gulf Coast
near Houston (Wharton, El
Campo, etc.) is the state
capital of such winter bird
shooting.
"The Valley is a unique
place because there are so
many species found here,"
said Allex, ticking off a
half-dozen different birds.
"There are probably not too
many other places that can
say that."
The other season looming
in the minds of Texans is of
course football. Allex said
that from now until the end
of the year there will
always be something to do
on weekends. The connection between football and
hunting is one he's familiar

with.
"That's easy. Fall is
always my favorite time of
the year because football
season corresponds with
hunting," said Allex, a
Texas A&M graduate. "On
any given weekend, there
will always be a multitude
of good football games to
watch, particularly college
games. I'm a huge Aggie
fan and of Big 12 Football
in general."
LICENSES AND
REGULATIONS

Football
has its rulebook and
officials; the
same goes
for the
sport of
hunting.
There
are 28
Texas
Parks
and
Wildlife
regional and
field law enforcement
offices around the state; the
Valley office is in
Brownsville.
The Parks and Wildlife
organization prints an annual bulletin with rules, regulations, schedules, and special feature
stories about
hunting and
fishing. It is
available at
most sporting
goods stores,
i.e. Glick
Twins in
Pharr.
Notable
innovations
from the bulletin include
the possibility
of purchasing
a lifetime pass
to Texas hunting and fishing. Normally
the average
Texas
sportsperson
can expect to

spend up to $75 per season
for a license to hunt and
fish.
Licenses are mandatory,
and game wardens are
always on the prowl for
people poaching on someone else's land, hunting
without a license, or having
illegal numbers or types of
game in their possession.
Now the TPWA offers a
lifetime license for both
activities for
$1,000, or
$600 for
each separate lifetime
license.
The licensing of hunters
is just one way
to make sure
that guns and
wildlife hunting
are not abused.
Countering the stereotype that hunters are reckless and violent people has
always been a priority for
individual hunters and the
groups they belong to.
Though there is always
some opposition to hunting,
Allex feels that most
informed people understand
the sport, the challenge it
presents, and the way
friends and family make it
into a good outdoor activity
promoting camaraderie.
"Only a small minority
oppose the sport and try to
make it out to be a negative
thing," he said. "Personally
I don't kill any animal
unless I intend to eat it. I
don't necessarily agree with
people who hunt animals
just to mount them on their
wall as trophies."
Those who seek to counter the anti-hunting groups
point to a handful of selfregulatory mechanisms in
place to police the industry.

For instance, there are
increased hunter and boater
education requirements in
place for 2003. Anyone
born after Sept. 1,1971
must take part in a statesponsored hunter education
program.
Allex says he has been
hunting since he was old
enough to carry a gun, and
emphasized that gun safety
cannot be stressed too
much.
"Chances cannot be
taken," he said. "My father
and his father taught this to
me from the very beginning. Guns should always
be handled as if they were
loaded."
Along with safety specs,
the annual bulletin has over
50 pages of restrictions on
hunters, from the time and
place they can hunt to the
type of shot and gun they
may use. Trying to coexist
with the land and its
wildlife is considered a
prime directive for the
majority of those who hunt
each year.
To this end, Texas is the
home to several conservation plans designed to preserve the wilderness and
inhabitants and still allow
residents to take part in a
ritual that is as old as the
state itself.
According to the TPWA
annual, a new organization,
the Dove Sportsmen's
Society, placed 81,000
pounds of seed in the hands
of Texas landowners for
habitat improvement last
year.
Also, hunters are instructed to report each instance
when a bird they fell is
wearing a metal leg band.
Over the next three years
Texas and 25 other states
will band over 85,000 birds
to determine the effects of

changes in habitat and hunting. The last time such a
project was undertaken was
1976.
ALTERNATIVE
CHOICES
For those who get tired of
shooting guns, there are
rules and opportunities for
hunting with bows and
arrows. The popularity of
archery has ebbed and
flowed through the years,
because it is a strenuous
sport and one where bagging game is often harder to
accomplish than traditional
methods.
Another offbeat style of
hunting is falconry, where
hunters employ the aid of
predatory birds to capture
game, as has been done for
centuries in other parts of
the world.
But by far, shotgun shooting (for birds) and rifle
shooting (for deer and other
large game) are the most
popular forms of hunting.
September is the start of
a series of traditions in
Texas and some of them
overlap and become part of
one another. Such is the
case with football and hunting.
As Allex said, "The Big
12 has good football games
to watch and there's always
someone I know going
hunting. On top of that, fall
is also one of the most productive times to go fishing
in the Laguna Madre or in
the surf.
"And because all my
friends and family enjoy the
same thing, that just means
more get-togethers and
more opportunities to enjoy
these friendships and family
relationships."
NEXT WEEK: FISHING

S PORTS
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Broncs to face former
coach at tournament
Senior Rudy
Celedon is looking
forward to the Broncs’
first encounter with
Mark Gaynor since his
departure for Francis
Marion, where he is
head coach of the last
year’s Division II
champions.
“He was our coach
for three years, but we
are going into this
tournament
gunning for
him,” Celedon
said. “We want
to show him
that we can
play.”
Celedon,
who took 14th
place overall as
the team came
home 11th at
last year’s
Carolina First
Intercollegiate
(hosted by
Francis Marion)
is looking for
the same level
of success at
this year’s
event.
“I feel pretty
confident. I’ve
been practicing
pretty hard,” Celedon
said. “I’ve improved
in the last week, just
on the few pointers
that coach has given
me.”
Perhaps the biggest
difference between
Celedon’s preparation
for this season’s CFI.,
is that when he asks
for pointers he’s asking new head coach
Drew Scott.
But for Scott the
tournament is just
another chance to get
a better feel for his
team, and to try for a
successful early season outing.
Scott, who has
never met Gaynor,
doesn’t put a lot of
weight on the reunion.
“To me it’s not an
issue,” Scott said of
the early season meeting with Gaynor. “He
just happens to be my

“

but it’s really tough
from tee to green.”
Last season the
Broncs struggled in
Florence, finishing 14
strokes out of the top
five spots, and only
producing one individual score in the top
20.
Scott expects the
same performance
from Celedon - who
led the team with a
combined score of 218
- and is optimistic
about the rest
of the team’s
chances.
“I’m sure
all of the guys
My old
will play
strong,” Scott
roommate plays
said.
Gaynor,
out of that club
who set up
and I’ve had a
this season’s
schedule, is
chance to play it
sure that his
old team will
about 10 times.
be able to perIt’s a fantastic
form well at
his new home.
course.
“The way I
set it up was
so that the
- Charlie Caceres, Coordinator of
guys would
Campus Activities
play the same
courses, and
they would
know the
courses and be able to
debut at the 14-team
play well,” Gaynor
Fairway Club
said.
Invitational at
Gaynor, who left
Nebraska.
during the off-season
But inclement
when most of his stuweather conditions
have kept practice to a dent-athletes were
gone, is looking forminimum, and the
ward to seeing them
weather does not look
again.
to improve before the
“I didn’t even get
team’s Saturday
to say good-bye to
departure for
most of the guys,”
Florence, S.C.
But Scott, who grew Gaynor said. “I only
got to say bye to one
up in North Carolina,
of the kids in person,
is looking forward to
and so I’m really
traveling with his
looking forward to
team to the Country
them coming up.”
Club of South
As for Gaynor’s
Carolina.
new role of head
“My old roommate
coach of the defending
plays out of that club
Division II champions,
and I’ve had a chance
he admits that there is
to play it about 10
some pressure for a
times,” Scott said of
repeat.
the venue his team
“Let’s just say I
will be competing at
hear a lot about it,”
early next week. “It’s
Gaynor said before
a fantastic course. It
rewards a good driver, chuckling.
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HISTORY AND PRIDE

predecessor. I think it
will be good for the
players to see their old
coach, but I don’t
think it will affect our
performance.”
Scott, who took
over the team shortly
before their first outing of the season, had
hoped that the twoweek span would give
him time to practice
with his team, and
help them to improve
on their 12th-place

Reynosa maintains modern feel, old styles
By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American
“Que bonito es, ser y sentirse ser, reynosense,
tamaulipecoây mexicano,” Or “How beautiful it
is to be and feel like you are from Reynosa,
Tamaulipasâ and Mexico.”
Those were the last words written by 77-yearold Eloy H. Davila Garza in his book,
“Senderos al Horizonte,” in which he depicts his
version of the story of Reynosa.
Not many can say they have seen the
development of Reynosa. Fewer still are alive to
say they’ve watched the city change and helped
clarify its background through books and
stories. Historians and storytellers such as
Davila Garza use their life and stories passed on
by generations as a source for their
remembrance.

La Villa de Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de
Reynosa, now known as simply Reynosa,
derives its name from a town in Spain. Its
history dates to 1686 when the first settlers
arrived from Southern Mexico and Spain to
conquer land and start a new civilization.
On March 14, 1749 Captain Carlos Cantu
founded La Villa in representation of Coronel
Jose de Escandon; who traveled from Queretaro
(located in the South to the North of Mexico) to
establish new provinces. The first inhabitants
were brought from Nuevo Leon, a state south of
Tamaulipas, and the first families to inhabit
Reynosa started to form. In 1757 an estimated
880 people lived in La Villa, mostly from the 50
families that arrived from Nuevo Leon.
Historians state that the city, because of its
proximity to the Rio Grande River, was having
consistent problems with floods. On July 4,
1802 the city was moved 8 km east, where it

stands today, and its population had grown to
over 1,500 people.
The modern Reynosa started as a ranch
where people lived with cattle and chickens, and
worked around their home. As Davila Garza
points out in his book, the land was a pure
agricultural region and wild animals were seen
walking along the unpaved streets.
There were no schools where people could
get an education. Professor Camila Garza was
born in Reynosa in 1906. She recalls a
childhood without the “luxuries” of running
water and electricity. Camila taught elementary
school for over 40 years. When she began
teaching, it was in a small four-walled school
made of stone. In Camila’s 97 years of life, she
has seen almost every step Reynosa has taken to
become the near metropolis it is today.
Of course, it was not called Reynosa until
Nov. 24, 1926, when La Villa was named a city

“

By BRIAN CARR
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Campus

CELEBRATE—
Members of Mariachi
La Joya y Grupo
Tabasco are all smiles
during Tuesday’s
campus event in honor
of Diez y Seis de
Septiembre, the
Mexican Independence
Day.
El Grito, the shout of
independence, was
given by Mexicans and
Mexican Americans
alike, the night before
at midnight.
Mexican freedom was
won from Spain in
1821 after 11 years of
struggle. The original
call for revolt was
issued by Father
Miguel Hidalgo at
Dolores in 1810.
UTPA’s celebration
coincided with Hispanic
Heritage Week, which
ends today. It also
forms one part of
National Hispanic
Heritage Month, which
runs through Oct. 15.

Photo by Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Cathi Netemeyer spikes the ball past a Texas State player during the
Lady Broncs last home game Sept. 9.
• The Lady Broncs improved to 4-7 after defeating Arkansas-Pine
Bluff, 30-24, 30-15 and 30-22 in the last match at the TCU Adidas
Invitational Saturday. Middle blocker Stephanie Redd led UTPA with
13 kills and freshman Carol Marcengo added 14 digs. Pan Am lost the
earlier match to Arkansas State who improved to 8-2.
Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

Special to The Pan American

HEAVENLY VIEW— Iglesia de Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe shines in the center of the plaza
El Principal, which for most of the 19th century
was considered the city’s center.

by the state government. From then on it was
known as Reynosa. As the city of Reynosa’s
web site points out, from that time on the city
began rising, and civilization and modern
technology started to emerge. As was the case
for several Mexican cities, the petroleum
industry was the base for its riches, helping city
occupants find jobs while parallel industries of
agriculture, cattle, and commerce prospered.
Recent city businesses still depend on the
traditional moneymakers, and new additions
include manufacturing, commerce in
maquildoras, and a growing service industry
built around hotels, restaurants, banks, and
hospitals.
Reynosa is now known more for its
maquiladoras, its industries, where women
laborers manufacture products sold worldwide
at inexpensive rates. A lot of controversy
surrounds the issue of low wages paid in
maquiladoras, and also around health hazards
those companies could pose for workers.
However, many people are benefiting from
these industries because of the jobs they provide
and the wealth they bring to the city of Reynosa.
DAY OF PRIDE
The celebration of Mexico’s independence on
September 16 showed the essence of Reynosa
with a multitude of people collected in La Plaza
Principal. Reynosa’s mayor, Serapio Cantu
Barragan, gave the traditional grito. With the
entire country celebrating independence, citizens
of Reynosa came together to show their pride.
The citizens of Reynosa showed appreciation
for their city, their state, and their country. Over
several hundred years the city has evolved from
a tiny Spanish outpost into a thriving border city
of nearly a half million people.

